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37rn CONGRESS, 
1st SESSION. © e 





Mr. 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JULY 16, 1861. 


Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
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A BILL nt 


For the confiscation of property of persons in rebellion against 
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the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, the property, 
real and personal, of every kind whatsoever, and wheresoever 
situated within the limits of the United States, belonging to 
any person or persons owing allegiance to the United States, 
who shall be found in arms against the United States, or who 
shall give any aid or comfort to their enemies, shall be for- 
feited and confiscated to the United States. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the President of the United States, whensoever and 
as often as in his opinion the military necessities of the army, 
or the safety, interest, and welfare of the United States in 


regard to the suppression of rebellion shall require, to order 
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2 
the seizure and appropriation by such officers, military or 
civil, as he may designate for the purpose, of any and all of 
the property, real or personal, confiscated and forfeited under 
and by virtue of this act, and the sale or other disposition of 
so much of said property as may be moveable or perishable 
as he shall deem advisable. 

Src. 38. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the officers so designated to make to the President 
full reports of their proceedings under such orders, which re- 
port shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; and all moneys received on the sale of confiscated 
property as aforesaid, after a deduction of the actual and 
necessary expenses attendant thereon, of which a particular 
account shall be rendered, shall be deposited in the United 
States Treasury, and a separate account of such moneys shall 
be kept under the name of the Rebellion Fund, and a full 
report thereof shall be presented to Congress at its next 
regular session, and at each session thereafter; and the said 
fund shall be held subject to the further provision of Congress 
respecting the same. 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the officers so 
appointed by the President to seize and appropriate, or sell 
the property confiscated under this act, are hereby authorized, 
subject to such further instructions as the President shall give, 


to agree, in their discretion, for the payment of a sum not 
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exceeding one-tenth of the net proceeds of any confiscated 
property on the final appropriation of the same by Congress 
to the uses of the U nited States, to such person or persons as 
shall furnish ample and suflicient evidence of the rightful 
confiscation of such property under and by virtue of this act, 
and to give certificates to the said effect ; but said certificates 
shall not entitle the holder to receive any moneys from the 
United States, excepting from the Rebellion Fund, after the 
settlement of any claim or claims which may be made against 
the United States, involving the proceeds of the confiscated 
property, in regard to which such certificate was given. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case any of 
the property so seized and appropriated or sold as belonging 
to rebels shall, in fact and in good faith, have belonged, at the 
time of the passage of this act, and at the time of such seizure, 
to a loyal citizen of the United States, such loyal citizen 
may file in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury at 
Washington, within sixty days from the date of such seizure, 
such petition and proofs as he may think proper, and on due 
allowance of his claim for restitution, by such authority and 
in such manner as Congress may hereafter direct, such loyal 
owner, or his lawful heirs, shall be entitled to the restitution 
of such property, if the same shall not have been sold, or its 
full value at the time of its seizure, if it shall have been sold, 


together with an allowance in case of the restitution of the 
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4 
property, or of its value, in the discretion of the authority 
awarding the same, which allowance shall not exceed five per 
centum of the value of the property so reclaimed, and the 
payment of such value and allowance shall be made from the 
said “ Rebellion Fund” in preference to its appropriation to any 


other purpose. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Jury 18, 1861. 


SumMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in 


the following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


For the punishment of conspiracy and kindred offences against 
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the United States, and for the confiscation of the property of 
the offenders. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That if any two or more persons, owing allegiance to the 
United States, shall conspire together to commit any act 
which, if committed, would, by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, amount to the crime of treason, every 
person so offending shall, on conviction thereof, be imprisoned 
not exceeding twenty years, and fined not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars. 

Src. 2. And be tt further enacted, That if any person, 
owing allegiance to the United States, shall encourage, coun- 
sel, or advise any other person to commit any act which, if 


committed, would, by the Constitution and laws of the United 
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States, amount to the crime of treason, such person shall, on 
conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of misdemeanor, and 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding ten years, and fined not 
exceeding five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person, 
owing allegiance to the United States, shall levy war against 
them, or shall adhere to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort, within the United States or elsewhere, such person 
shall thereby forfeit to the United States all his personal 
goods and property of whatsoever nature within the United 
States ; and shall also thereby forfeit to the United States the 
right to the possession, and the rents, issues, and profits of all 
his real estate within the United States for and during his 
natural life; and such forfeiture shall take immediate effect 
upon the occurrence of any such act of forfeiture, and all 
right, title, and claim of the person committing such act of 
forfeiture shall thereupon instantly cease and determine, and 
the same shall at once vest in the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any person 
now holding, or who shall hereafter hold, any office, post, or 
place of trust or profit, either in the civil or military service 
of the United States, shall resion the same, or shall tender 
his resignation thereof, for the purpose or with the view of 
entering the service of any prince, State, or sovereignty at 


rar with the United States, or for the purpose or with the 
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) 
view of entering the service of any State, or part of a State, 
or uniting with any body or association of men levying war, 
or being in a state of insurrection against the United States, 
every such person shall, by such act, forfeit every pecuniary 
claim which he may have against the United States, whether 
for his salary or pay, or for any other matter or thing what- 
soever; and shall, moreover, forfeit to the United States all 
his estate and property, of every description, within the 
United States, whether real, personal, or mixed, and whether 
in possession or expectancy, and including all his moneys, 
rights, credits, and every other thing of value; and from the 
time of the commission of such act shall be incapable of 
selling, conveying, or in any manner disposing of such estate 
and property, or any part thereof; and, moreover, shall be 
forever disqualified to hold any office of trust or profit under 
the authority of the United States: Provwded, That if any 
person now or hereafter holding any such office shall, within 
one year after he shall have resigned the same, or tendered 
his resignation thereof, enter, or offer to enter, into the 
service of any prince, State, or sovereignty at war with the 
United States, as aforesaid, or shall enter, or offer to enter, 
into the service of any State, or shall unite, or offer to unite, 
with any body of men levying war, or being in a state of 
insurrection against the United States, the same shall be 


deemed conclusive evidence that such resignation, or offer to 
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4 
resign, was made for the purpose and with the view afore- 
said. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all conveyances 
and transfers of any estate, property, right, or claim, of what- 
soever character, made by any person, in contemplation of 
any such resignation as aforesaid, shall be deemed fraudulent 
and void, saving, however, the rights of bona fide purchasers 
and encumbrancers. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That for the purpose 
of enforcing any forfeiture incurred or specified in either of 
the foregoing sections of this act, proceedings may be insti- 
tuted in the name of the United States, in any district court 
of the United States within which the estate or property so 
forfeited, or any part thereof, may be found, against the 
person in whose possession or under whose control the same 
may be; service of process upon whom shall be sufficient, 
and final Judgment against whom shall be conclusive ; or any 
such forfeiture may be enforced by proceedings 7 em, in any 
such district court, in which case such proceedings shall 
conform, as near as may be, to the proceedings in cases of 
forfeiture arising under the revenue laws; and in all cases, if 
the subject of such proceedings shall be personal property, 
goods, chattels, rights, credits, or any other matter or thing 
than real estate, the same shall be condemned and ordered to 


be sold, for the sole benefit of the United States; and if the 
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5 
same shall be real estate, the same shall be condemned to the 
use of the United States, as in this act before provided, and 
sold or not sold as the United States, by their proper officers, 
shall direct; and the several district courts of the United 
States are hereby invested with power to issue all process, 
whether mesne or final, and to do every other matter and thing 


necessary or proper to carry out the purposes of this act. 
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eo 
For the punishment of conspiracy and kindred 
offences against the United States, and for 
the confiscation of the property of the offend- 
ers. 
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1861—Juty 18.—Read twice, and referred to the Committee — 
on the Judiciary. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JULY 23, 1861. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Cominittee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 


joint resolution ; which was read the first and second time. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


Relative to the exhibition of the industry of all nations, to be 


holden in London in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two. 

I Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
2 the Umted States of America in Congress assembled, That 
3 the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to take such 
4 measures as shall to him seem best, to facilitate a proper rep- 
5 resentation of the industrial interests of the United States at 
6 the exhibition of the industry of all nations, to be holden at 


7 London in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two; and 


CO 


the sum of two thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for 


9 the incidental expenses thereof. 





ita CONGRESS, 
2D ; SESSION. @ A ® 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
DECEMBER 12, 1861. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 


Foreign Relations. 
JULY 15, 1862. 


Reported by Mr. SumMNER without amendment, and that the committee be dis- 
charged. 


A BILL 


To provide for the appointment of a Solicitor for Claims in the 
Department of State. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the President shall nominate and, by and with the 
4 advice and consent of the Senate, appoint a Solicitor for 
©) Claims in the Department of State. 

1 Nec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the duties of 


2 such officer shall be to examine all claims of citizens of the 
3 United States on foreign governments, and all claims of the 
4 citizens or subjects of foreign countries upon the government 
© of the United States which may be referred to him by the 


6 Secretary of State, the proofs in support of the same, and the 
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2 
treaties or principles of public law upon which they may be 
founded. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said Solicitor 
shall report the results of his examinations to the Secretary 
of State for such further proceedings as may be deemed 
advisable. 

Sec. 4. And be wt further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the said Solicitor shall be at the rate of three thousand 
dollars a year, to be paid out of any. money in the treasury 


not otherwise appropriated. 
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1861—Drcemper 12 —Read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations.’ 


1862—Juty 15.—Reported without amendment, and com- , ~) 
mittee discharged. . 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DeCEMBER 17, 1861. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to a select committee 
on foreign relations. 


JANUARY 13, 1862. 


Reported by Mr. SuMNER without amendment, considered in Committee of the 
Whole, and postponed to the first Monday in December next. 


JANUARY 15, 1863. 
On motion of Mr. SuMNER, recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
January 20, 1863. 


Reported by Mr. Sumner without amendment. 


A BILE 


To provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of 
American citizens for spoliations committed by the French 
prior to the thirty-first day of July, one thousand eight 


hundred and one. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
$ That satisfaction shall be made, as hereinafter provided, to 
4 an amount not exceeding five millions of dollars, to such 
5 citizens of the United States, or to their legal representa- 


6 tives, as had valid claims to indemnity upon the French 
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government, arising out of illegal captures, detentions, 
forcible seizures, illegal condemnations and _ confiscations, 
committed prior to the ratification of the convention between 
the United States and the French republic, concluded on the 
thirtieth day of September, one thousand eight hundred, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged on the thirty-first day 
of July following: Provided, That the provisions of this 
act shall not extend to such claims as are stipulated for and 
embraced in the convention between the United States and 
the French republic, concluded on the thirtieth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and three, and for the liquidation 
and payment whereof provision is made in the said conven- 
tion; nor to such claims as were allowed and paid, in whole 
or in part, under the provisions of the treaty between the 
United States and Spain, concluded on the twenty-second 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen; 
Hore tO such claims as were allowed, in whole or in part, 
under the provisions of the treaty between the United States 
and France, concluded on the fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one. — 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the pur- 
pose of carrying into effect the provisions of this act, and 
to ascertain the full amount and validity of said claims, 
three commissioners shall be appointed by the President, 


by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who 
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3 
shall meet at the city of Washington, on or before the first 
Monday in October next, and, within the space of three 
years from the time of their first meeting, shall receive, 
examine, and decide upon the amount and validity of all 
the claims included within the description above men- 
tioned; and the Secretary of State is required forthwith, 
after the passage of this act, to give notice of said meeting, 
to be published in three newspapers in Washington, and 
in such other papers as he may think proper. The said 
commissioners shall take an oath or affirmation, to be en- 
tered on the record of their proceedings, for the faithful and 
dilizent performance of their duties; and in case: of the 
death or resignation of any such commissioner, his place 
may be supplied by appointment, as aforesaid, or by the 
President during the recess of the Senate, of another ane 
missioner in his stead. The said commissioners shall be 
authorized to hear and examine all questions relative to 
the said claims, and to receive all suitable testimony, an 
oath or affirmation, and all other proper evidence and docu- 
ments concerning the same; and the rules for the decision 
of said commissioners shall be the principles of justice, the 
law of nations, and the former treaties between the United 
States and France, to wit: the treaty of amity and com- 
merce of the sixth of February, one thousand seven hun- 


dred and seventy-eight, the treaty of alliance of the same 
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date, and the consular convention of the fourteenth of No- 
vember, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight. 
Their decisions shall be in writing, and filed with’ their 
secretary, and the individuals interested therein shall, on 
demand, have a copy thereof; and the promulgation of the 
decisions of said commissioners shall be in public. The 
said commissioners shall not, at any one time after the first 
day of December next, adjourn for a longer period than ten 
days, without the consent of the President of the United 
States, in writing, first had and obtained. 


Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the said com- 


* missioners shall be, and they are hereby, authorized to make 


all needful rules and regulations, not contravening the laws 
of the land or the provisions of this act, for carrying their 
said commission into full and complete effect. 

Suc. 4. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of State to procure, within the 
shortest time after the passage of this act, through the 
American minister at Paris, or otherwise, all such evidence 
and documents relating to said claims as can be obtained 
from abroad; which, ‘together with the like evidence and 
documents on file in the Department of State, or which 
may be filed in the said department, may be used before 


said commissioners by the claimants interested therein; but 
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the same shall not be removed from the files of said com- 
missioners. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the awards of 
all such claims as may be admitted and adjusted by the 
said commissioners, to an amount not exceeding five mil- 
lions of dollars, shall be paid pro rata; and that the Secre- 
tary of State, acting upon that principle, shall ascertain 
and fix the amount to be paid upon each award. 

Src. 6. And be ut further enacted, That the record of 
the proceedings of said commissioners, and the documents 
produced before them, shall, after the commission is closed, 
be deposited in the Department of State. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That so soon as said 
commission is closed, and the records of proceedings of the 
commissioners are deposited in the Department of State, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall, on the application in 
writing of any claimant, his lawful attorney, executor, 
administrator, or assignee, forthwith sign and issue to the 
person entitled thereto’certificates of the United States five 
per centum stock, in such sums as such applicant shall 
desire, not less than two hundred dollars in each certificate, 
unless the award be for a less sum, for the full pro rata 
amount awarded to such claimant; and such certificates of 
stock shall be redeemable whenever Congress shall make an 


appropriation therefor. 
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- Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to take any mea- 
sure which he may deem expedient for organizing the said 
board of commissioners, and for this purpose appoint, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a secretary well versed 
in the French and Spanish languages; and the said com- 
missioners shall have power to appoint a clerk and also a 
messenger. 

Src. 9. And be at further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the respective officers, for whose appointment pro- 
vision is made by this act, shall not exceed the following 
sums, which shall be paid out of an appropriation hereafter 
to be provided: 

To each commissioner, at the rate, by thé year, of three 


thousand dollars, for three years only. No compensation 


‘shall be allowed them for a longer period. 


To the secretary of the board, at the rate, by the year, 
of two thousand dollars. 

To the clerk, at the rate, by the year, of one thousand 
dollars; and to the messenger, at the rate, by the year, of- 
five hundred dollars: Provided, That the whole expenses 
of the commission shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars. 

Sec, 10. And be tt further enacted, That during the 
continuance of said commission, all documents and communi- 


cations having relation to said claims, which shall be ad- 
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dressed to or from the said secretary, shall be free from 
postage. 

Sec. L1. And be ut further enacted, That the sum of 
five millions of dollars, herein specified, shall be in full dis- 
charge of all claims for compensation for the class of cases 
provided for in this act; and that the presentation of any 
claim or memorial to the commissioners, for adjudication 
under this act, shall be taken to be a release and discharge 
of the United States from all other and further compensation 


that he, she, or they may be entitled to receive under the 


‘provisions of this act: Provided, however, That im case any 


alleged holder of any claim contemplated by this act shall 
fail, for any cause, to present the same for adjudication and 
adjustment, as is herein provided, such claim shall forever 
after be deemed and taken as altogether invalid, in whose 
hands soever the same may be; it being the true intent and 
meaning of this act that the proper amount of indemnity for 
the damages herein provided for cannot be considered in the 
ageregate to exceed the amount herein appropriated, however 
much the claims for indemnity in the aggregate may exceed 
that sum. And should the board of commissioners, under 
their rules and regulations of allowance, find a larger aggre- 
gate, the reduction, pro rata, then required, shall only be con- 
sidered as a mode of ascertaining the true amount of damages 


sustained in each case. 
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Src. 12. And be tt further enacted, That an attorney to 
the said board shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, whose duty it 
shall be to resist all unjust claims, and to protect the interest 
of the United States and of the fund that may be appropriated 
to carry this act into execution; and, to this end, he shall 
have power to examine witnesses and to cause testimony to 
be taken, and have access to all testimony before the com- 
mission for the purpose of examining it, anda right to be heard 
in all cases. He shall be sworn to the faithful performance 
of his duty as attorney, and shall be entitled to the same com- 
pensation as one of the commissioners, which shall likewise 


be paid out of an appropriation hereafter to be made. 
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1861 —Drcemser 17, —Read twice and referred to the Commit 
; tee on Foreign Kelations. 
Bah 1862—January 13 —Kepor «d without amendment, consid- 
oo he ered in Committee of the Whole, and postponed to the 
fake first Monday in December next. 
= 186 i—January 15 —On motion of Mr. Sumner recommitted 
“ to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


: January 20 —Reported without amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
DECEMBER 18, 1861. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted a report, 
(No. 3,) accompanied by the following bill; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 


A BILL 


For the relief of the owner of the British ship Perthshire. 


fame 


Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be paid, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to the order of the proper functionary 
of her Britannic Majesty’s government, the sum of one thousand 
dollars, in full compensation to the owner of the British ship 
Perthshire, in consequence of her detention by the United 


States ship Massachusetts, in June last, under the impres- 
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sion that she had unlawfully evaded the blockade of the port 
of Mobile. 
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186 —Decemser 17, —Read twice and referred to the Commit 
' ‘ tee on Foreign belations. 


1862—January 13 —itepor «d without amendment, consid- 
ered in Committee of the Whole, and postponed to the 
first Monday in December next. 
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186 }—J snuary 15 —On motion of Mr. Sumner recomimitted 
. to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


January 20 —Reported without amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
DECEMBER 18, 1861. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted a report, 
(No. 3,) accompanied by the following bill; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 


A BILL 


For the relief of the owner of the British ship Perthshire. 


= 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Iepresenta- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be paid, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to the order of the proper functionary 
of her Britannic Majesty’s government, the sum of one thousand 
dollars, in full compensation to the owner of the British ship 
Perthshire, in consequence of her detention by the United 


States ship Massachusetts, in June last, under the impres- 
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sion that she had unlawfully evaded the blockade of the port 
of Mobile. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JANUARY 28, 1862. 


Mr. SuMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 


following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


To provide for the revision and consolidation of the statutes of the 
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United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States is hereby authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint 
three persons, learned in the law, to revise, simplify, arrange, 
and consolidate, all such statutes of the Congress of the United 
States, in force at the close of the present session, as are 
general and permanent in their nature. In performing this 
duty, the commissioners shall bring together all acts and parts 
of acts which, from similarity of subject, ought to be so brought 
together, and shall arrange the same under titles, chapters, 
articles, and sections, or other suitable divisions and subdivi- 
sions. And to every title or other proper division they shall 


prefix head notes, briefly and clearly expressive of the matter 
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contained in each section or smallest subdivision; annex side 
notes, so drawn as to be a guide to the contents of the text; 
refer to the original acts from which each section is compiled, 
and to the decisions of the federal tribunals, explaining or 
expounding the same; and close the whole with an index for 
easy reference to every portion of the statutes as revised. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the said 
commissioners shall have completed the revision and consoli- 
dation of the said statutes, they shall cause a copy of the 
same to be submitted to Congress, that the acts so revised 
and consolidated by them may be ‘re-enacted, if Congress 
shall so determine; and when the said acts shall be so pre- 
sented, the said commissioners shall also suggest to Congress 
such contradictions, omissions, and imperfections as may 
appear in the acts by them revised, with the mode in which 


they have reconciled, supplied, and amended the said acts in 


the revised statutes presented; and the said commissioners . 


may also designate such acts or parts of acts, if any, as, in 
their judgment, ought to be repealed, with their reasons for 
advising such repeal. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 


missioners shall each be paid for their services at the rate 


of ———_—-—_——_—_——- dollars a year; and that the sum 
of ——_—_—__——_———— dollars a year, for the purpose of 


defraying the expenses of said revision and consolidation of 
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the statutes, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 
vided, That the said statutes shall be reported to Congress on 
or before the ————— day of ——-——, eighteen hundred 


and sixty-——. 
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contained in each section or smallest subdivision; annex side 
notes, so drawn as to be a guide to the contents of the text; 
refer to the original acts from which each section is compiled, 
and to the decisions of the federal tribunals, explaining or 
expounding the same; and close the whole with an index for 
easy reference to every portion of the statutes as revised. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the said 
commissioners shall have completed the revision and consoli- 
dation of the said statutes, they shall cause a copy of the 
same to be submitted to Congress, that the acts so revised 
and consolidated by them may be ‘re-enacted, if Congress 
shall so determine; and when the said acts shall be so pre- 
sented, the said commissioners shall also suggest to Congress 
such contradictions, omissions, and imperfections as may 
appear in the acts by them revised, with the mode in which 
they have reconciled, supplied, and amended the said acts in 


the revised statutes presented; and the said commissioners | 


may also designate such acts or parts of acts, if any, as, in 


their judgment, ought to be repealed, with their reasons for 
advising such repeal. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 


missioners shall each be paid for their services at the rate 





of ———__———_—_—— dollars a year; and that the sum 
of dollars a year, for the purpose of 


defraying the expenses of said revision and consolidation of 
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3 
the statutes, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pro- 


vided, That the said statutes shall be reported to Congress on 








or before the -———— day of , eighteen hundred 


and sixty-——. 


1 State tes. 


1862—Janvary 28. —Read twice, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. ' 





ite eens 
: ae we “i ot. a 


37tH CONGRESS, nS 4 I | B54 
2p SESSION, : e o 





Mr 


[ Mis. Doc. No. 58.] 





IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1862. 


. Sumer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 


bill; which was read and passed to a second reading. 





A BILL 


To carry into effect the stipulations of the treaty with Hanover for 


joe, 
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the abolition of the Stadt dues. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That.the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appro- 
priated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap 
propriated, to enable the President to fulfil the stipulations 
contained in the third and fourth articles of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Hanover of the sixth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, viz: 

To carry out the stipulation contained in the third article 
of the said treaty, forty-three thousand four hundred and fifty- 
four dollars and sixteen cents. 

To carry out the stipulation contained in the fourth 
article of the said treaty, ten hundred and forty-two dollars 
and ninety cents, or so much thereof as may be necessary to 


pay the interest provided for in the said article. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 5, 1862. 


Mr. Sumyer asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 


following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


To provide for carrying the mails from the United States to foreign 
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ports. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That all steamers and sailing vessels belonging to citizens of 
the United States, and bound from any port in the United 
States to any foreign port, shall, before clearance at the 
custom-house, receive such mails as the Post Office Depart- 
ment shall cause to be placed on board, and shall promptly 
deliver the same to the proper authorities at such foreign 
port on arrival there; and as a compensation for this service 
they shall be entitled to receive from the Post Office Depart- 


oe on such mails: Provided, That 


Oo 


ment the usual ocean posta 
this act shall be applicable only to steamers or sailing vessels 
having no contract for carrying the mails. 


Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That upon the entry 
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3 master or commander thereof shall make a return, on oath 





4 or affirmation, showing that he has promptly delivered all 


mails placed on board of the steamer or vessel under his” 






command for delivery before clearance from the Unit ed “A 


eee 
States. And in case the master or commander shall fail to 


make oath or affirmation as aforesaid, showing that he has 


CO OO SI Se ae 


delivered the mails placed on board his steamer or vessel in 
10 good faith, the said steamer or vessel shall not be entitled 


11 to the privileges of a steamer or vessel of the United States 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Marcy 5, 1862. 


Mr. SumMNerR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the . 
following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


Marcu 10, 1862. 


Reported by Mr. CoLuamer, with the following amendments, viz: Strike out 
the words within [brackets, ] and insert those printed in ?talics. 


A BILL 


To provide for carrying the mails from the United States to for- 
elon ports. 


eed 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That all American steamers and sailing vessels [belonging to 


em cw bb 


citizens of the United States,] and bound from any port in 


the United States to any foreign port, shall, before clearance 


Or 


at the custom-house, receive such mails as the Post Office 
Department shall cause to be placed on board, and shall 


promptly deliver the same to the proper authorities at such 
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foreign port on arrival there; and as a compensation for this 
10 service they shall be entitled to receive from the Post Office 


11 Department the usual ocean postage on such mails: Provided, 
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That this act shall be applicable only to steamers or sailing 
vessels having no contract for carrying the mails. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That any American 
vessel, clearing from a foreign port or place for or to any port 
or place in the United States, shall take and receive any mail 
or mail matter placed on board said vessel by the United States 
consul, or by the post office officers of such foregn port or 
place for the United States, and shall safely convey and deliver 
the same to the post office of the place of arriwal in the United 
States. 

Sec. 3 [2.] And be i further enacted, That upon the 
entry of every steamer or sailing vessel from any foreign 
port, the master or commander thereof shall make a return, 
on oath or affirmation, showing that he has promptly deliy- 
ered all mails placed on board of the steamer or vessel under 
his command for delivery [before clearance from the United 
States.] And in case the master or commander shall fail to 
make oath or affirmation as aforesaid, showing that he has 
delivered the mails placed on board his steamer or vessel in 
good faith, the said steamer or vessel shall not be entitled to 


the privileges of a steamer or vessel of the United States. 
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1862—Maron 5.—Read twice, referred to the Committee on 

ia Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be ~ 
printed. ‘ 

Marcu 10.—Reported with amendments. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 12, 1862. 


Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, Jeave to bring in the 


To 


CS (2G eee PS ee er OS 7S, Ro 


as or 
Co. a oe SS 


following bill; which was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


Marcu 25, 1862. 


Reported by Mr. Sumner without amendment. 





A BILL 


provide for the administration of the oath of allegiance to 


American citizens in foreign countries. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That every citizen of the United States in foreign countries, 
before receiving a passport, or any authentication thereof, 
from any representative of the United States abroad, shall be 
required, during the continuance of the present rebellion, to 
take the oath or affirmation of allegiance, and the oath or af- 
firmation to support the Constitution of the United States, as 
prescribed to persons in the civil service of the United States 
by the act of Congress approved August six, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-one; and the representatives of the United 
States abroad, authorized to issue or authenticate passports, 


are hereby authorized to administer such oath or affirmation. 


1862—Marcn 12.—Read twice, and ref ee) to re n 
on Foreign Relations. 


Marcu 25 —Reported without amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 26, 1862. 


Mr, Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 


bill; which was read and passed to a second reading. 


A BILL 


For the relief of the owners, officers, and crew of the Danish bark 
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“ Jurgen Lorentzen.” 

Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be paid, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to the order of the proper functionary 
of the government of his Majesty the King of Denmark, the 
sum of one thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars, as full 
compensation to the owners of the Danish bark “Jurgen 
Lorentzen,” or their legal representatives, for damages occa- 
sioned by reason of the wrongful seizure and detention of the 
said bark by the “Morning Light,” a vessel of the United 
States blockading squadron, in the month of December last, 
and also as full compensation to the master, mate, and crew 
of the said bark, the said sum to be distributed agreeably to 
the award of Moses Taylor and H. Dollner, esquires, to whom 


the claim was referred. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JUNE 13, 1862. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 


bill; which was read and passed to a second reading. 





To carry into effect the treaty between the United States and her 
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Britannic Majesty for the suppression of the African slave 
trade. 

Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That to carry into effect the provisions of the treaty between 
the United States and her Britannic Majesty for the suppres- 
sion of the African slave trade, the President be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to nominate, and by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate to appoint, a judge and also an 
arbitrator on the part of the United States to reside at New 
York; a judge and also an arbitrator to reside at Sierra Leone; 
and a judge and also an arbitrator to reside at the Cape of 
Good Hope. | 

Sec. 2. And be at further enacted, That the said judge 


at New York shall be paid at the rate of two thousand five 
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hundred dollars, and the said arbitrator there at the rate of 
one thousand dollars a year, and the said judges at Sierra 
Leone and the Cape of Good Hope shall be paid at the rate — 
of two thousand five hundred dollars a year, respectively, 
and the said arbitrators at these two places at the rate of two 
thousand dollars a year, respectively, the said salaries to begin 
with the acceptance of their commissions by the said judges 
and arbitrators respectively. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the judge of the 
court at New York, whose SRC OLaTNeLE is authorized by this 
act, shall have power to appoint a clerk or registrar to the 
said court, who shall receive such fees for his services as are 
allowed by law to the clerk of the court of the United States 
for the southern district of New York; and it shall be the 
duty of the marshal of the southern district of New York, 
and he is hereby authorized, to serve all processes and execute 
all orders and decrees of the said court, for which: he shall be 
allowed fees in the discretion of the judge of the said court. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts of Congress inconsistent with the stipulations of 
the treaty aforesaid and with the present act be, and the 


same are hereby, repealed. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 9, 1862. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 


bill; which was read and passed to a second reading. 


> 


A BILE 


For the relief of the owners of the French brig ‘Jules et Marie.” 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be paid, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to the order of the proper functionary 
of the government of his Majesty the Emperor of the French, 
the sum of nine thousand five hundred dollars, as full compen- 
sation to the owners of the French brig “Jules et Marie,” or 
their legal representatives, for damages received by the said 
brig in a collision with the United States war steamer «San 
Jacinto,” on the third day of November last; which collision 
was occasioned, in the opinion of a joint naval commission to 
whom the claim was referred, by the failure of the “San 


Jacinto” seasonably to reverse her engine. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 7, 1863. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to’ bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


To prevent correspondence with rebels. 
1 Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That if any person, being a resident of the United States, or 
4 being a citizen thereof, and residing in any foreign country, 
5 shall, without the permission or authority of the government 
6 of the United States, and with the intent to defeat the 
7 measures of the said government, or to weaken in any way 
8 their efficacy, hold or commence, directly or indirectly, any 
9 correspondence or intercourse, written or verbal, with the 
10 present pretended rebel government, or with any officer or 
11 agent thereof, or with any other individual acting or sympa- 
12 thizing therewith; or if any such person above mentioned, 
15 not duly authorized, shall counsel or assist in any such corre- 
14 spondence or intercourse, with intent as aforesaid, he shall be 
15 deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and,’ on conviction 


16 before any court of the United States having jurisdiction 


ee 
thereof, shall be punished bya fine not exceediug Bay thou 





18 sand dollars, and by imprisonment not less than six months 


ey 


19 nor exceeding five years. ha 
1 Sec. 2. And be wu further Pe That where the | 
2 offence is committed in any foreign country, the district Rar | 
3 of the United States for the district where the offender shall 
4 be first arrested shall have jurisdiction thereof. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 9, 1863. é 


Mr. SumMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 


JANUARY 16, 1863. 


Reported by Mr. Witson, of Massachusetts, with an amendment, viz: Strike out 
the words within [brackets] and insert those printed in italics. 





A BILL 


To suspend the sale of lands in the islands on the coast of South 
Carolina and Georgia, in and about Port Royal. 


| Whereas by an act of Congress approved June seventh, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two, entitled “An act for the collection of 
direct taxes in insurrectionary districts within the United 
States, and for other purposes,” it was ordered that direct 
taxes not peaceably collected in any State shall be charged 
ov the lands, which lands shall be sold to the highest bidder ; 
and whereas the sale of such lands in the islands on the coast 
of South Carolina and Georgia, in and about Port Royal, may 
seriously interfere with the cultivation of cotton on behalf of 
government by the freedmen of those islands, and also with 
the successful education of such freedmen to habits of inde- 
pendent industry through the purchase of such lands at low 
prices by speculators and other parties taking no interest in 
such free labor, who would also have a right to eject such 
free laborers from their homes: Therefore—] 
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Be at enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
taves of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
[That the sale of lands for taxes in the islands on the coast 
of South Carolina and Georgia, in and about Port Royal, be 
suspended until the first day of December, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three, or to such further day after that date as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may appoint. | 
| [Src. 2. And be tt further enacted, That when the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall direct the sale of the said lands, 
homesteads shall be reserved therein for the freedmen in lots 
not exceeding five acres to each man, to be sold or let to said 
freedmen under the direction of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. | 
That the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to suspend the sales of lands lable to be sold for 
taxes under the act approved seventh June, eighteen hundred 
and stxty-two, entitled ‘An act for the collection of direct 
taxes in nsurrectionary districts within the United States, and 


’ 


for other purposes,” whenever, in his opinion, the public in- 


terest would be thereby promoted. 








and about Port Royal. 
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18683—Janvary 9.—Read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


January 16,—Reported with an amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JANUARY 24, 1863. 


Amendment, intended to be proposed by Mr. Doouirtie, to the ‘‘ Bill to sus- 


pend the sale of lands in the islands on the coast of South Carolina and 
Georgia, in and about Port Royal,’’ viz: insert the following as new sec- 
5) Pe ? 5 


tions. 
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That the seventh section of an act entitled “An act for the col- 
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lection of direct taxes in insurrectionary districts within the 
United States, and for other purposes,” approved June 
seven, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, be amended so as to 
read as follows : 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said board 
of commissioners shall be required, in case the taxes charged 
upon the said lots and parcels of land shall not be paid as 
provided for in the third section of this act, to cause the same to 
be advertised for sale in a newspaper published in the town, 
parish, district, or county where situate; and if there be no 
such newspaper published in said town, parish, district, or 
county, or uf the publisher thereof refuse to publish the same, 
then tn any other newspaper to be selected by said commis- 
stoners in said district, or in the city of Washington, for at 


least four weeks, and by posting notices of said sale in three 
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public places in the town, parish, district, or county within 
which said lands are situate, at least four weeks previous to 
the day of sale; and at the time and place of sale to cause 
the same to be severally sold to the highest bidder for a sum 
not less than the taxes, penalty, and costs, and ten per centum 
per annum interest on said tax, pursuant to said notice ; in 
all cases where the owner of said lots or parcels of ground 
shall not, on or before the day of sale, appear in person 
before the said board of commissioners and pay the amount 
of said tax, with ten per centum interest thereon, with the cost 
of advertising the same, or request the same to be struck off to 
a purchaser for a less sum than two-thirds of the assessed 
value of said several lots or parcels of ground, the said com- 
missioners shall be authorized at said sale to bid off the same 
for the United States at a sum not exceeding two-thirds of 
the assessed value thereof, unless some person shall bid a 
larger sum; and in that case the same shall be struck off to 
the highest bidder, who shall, upon paying the purchase 
money in gold and silver coin, or in the treasury notes of the 
United States, or in certificates of indebtedness against the 
United States, be entitled to receive from said commissioners 
their certificate of sale; which sard certificate shall be received 
in all courts and places as prima facie evidence of the regu- 
larity and validity of said sale, and of the title of the said 


purchaser or purchasers under the same: Provided, That the 
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owner of said lots of ground, or any loyal person of the 
United States, having any valid len upon or interest in the 
same, may, at any time, within sixty days after said sale, 
appear before the said board of tax comnussioners in his or 
her own proper person, and, if a citizen, upon taking an oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States, and paying 
the amount of said tax and penalty, with interest thereon 
from the date of the said proclamation of the President men- 
tioned in the second section of this act, at the rate of fifteen 
per centum per annum, together with the expenses of the 
sale and subsequent proceedings to be determined by said 
comnussioners, may redeem said lots of land from said sale ; 
and any purchaser under the same having paid moneys, 
treasury notes, or other certificates of indebtedness of the 
United States, shall, upon such redemption being made, be 
entitled to have the same, with the interest accruing after said 
sale, returned to him by the said commassioners, upon surren- 
dering up the certificates of sale: And provided, further, 
That if the owner of said lots of ground shall be a minor, 
a non-resident alien, or loyal citizen beyond seas, a person of 
unsound mind, or under a legal disability, the guardian, 
trustee, or other person having charge of the person or estate 
of such person may redeem the same at any time within two 
years after the sale thereof, and in the manner above provided, 


and with like effect: And provided, further, That at such 
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4 
sale any tracts, parcels or lots of land which may be selected 
under the direction of the President for government use, for 
war, military, naval, revenue, charitable, educational, or police 
purposes, may, at said sale, be bid in by said commissioners, 
under the direction of the President, for and struck off to the 


United States. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JUNE 16, 1862. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted a report 
(No. 59) accompanied by the following bill; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 








A BILL 


To provide for the settlement of the accounts of Isaac hk. Diller, 


late consul at Bremen. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of State be directed to audit and settle 


the accounts of Isaac R. Diller, late consul at Bremen, upon 


2 
3 
4 
5 ‘the principles of justice and equity, for the expenses incurred 
6 by him for extra clerk hire in his office and for necessary 
7 travelling expenses beyond the limits of the said consulate, 
8 and for moneys advanced to destitute American citizens, and 
9 to pay the amount thereof, not exceeding the sum of three 


10 thousand dollars, out of any money in the treasury not other- 


11 wise appropriated. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


FEBRUARY 9, 1863. 


Mr. SuMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 


following bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILD 


To raise additional soldiers for the service of the United States. 


1 
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Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That each and every able-bodied male person of the age of 
eighteen years and under forty-five years, made free by the 
act of Congress approved August sixth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-one, entitled “An act to confiscate property used for 
insurrectionary purposes,” or the act of July seventeenth, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-two, entitled “An act to suppress 
insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, to seize and con- 
fiscate the property of rebels,” or by Proclamations of the 
President of the United States, dated September twenty-second, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and January first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three, respectively, or by any other legal 


and competent authority exercised in suppressing the present 
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2 
rebellion, shall severally be forthwith enrolled as a military 
force of the United States by the commanding officer within 
whose department such persons shall be found, and they shall 
be organized, armed, equipped, and mustered into the service 
of the United States to serve during the present war, to a 
number not exceeding three hundred thousand men. 

Src. 2. And be ut further enacted, That the said military 
force shall be organized according to the regulations of the 
branch of service in which they may be designated to serve, 
and receive the same rations, clothing, and equipments as 
volunteers, and a monthly pay of seven dollars, to be paid 
one-half at the end of each month, and the other half 
when discharged. ‘They shall be officered by persons 
appointed and commissioned by the President, and governed 
by the rules and articles of war, and such other rules and 
regulations as may be prescribed by law. Hach person so 
serving as a non-commissioned officer or private in such mili- 
tary force of the United States shall be entitled to receive, 
upon his discharge, ten acres of land; and each person so 
serving as a commissioned officer shall be entitled to receive 
twenty-five acres, the same to be located upon any lands 
confiscated during the present rebellion, and not reserved by 
the government for public use; the land so located to be oe- 
cupied only as a homestead by the person entitled to receive 


the same and his family. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and is hereby, authorized to further order the voluntary enlist- 
ment or enrollment of each and every able-bodied free male 
person of African descent of the age of eighteen years and 
under forty-five within the United States for military service, 
as provided by this act, except that the monthly pay of 
such free persons shall be the same as that of the volunteers: 
Provided, The whole number called into the service of the 
United States under the provisions of this section shall not 


exceed one hundred thousand men. 
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1863—F reprvary 9.—Read twice, referred to the Committee - . ‘ 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to be ' 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Frspruary 18, 1863. 
Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted a report, 


(No. 96,) accompanied by the following bill; which was read and passed 
to a second reading. 





A BILE 


For the relief of Henry P. Blanchard. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
4 directed, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
5 appropriated, to pay to Henry P. Blanchard, for his services 
6 as marshal at the port of Canton, in China, from February 
7 twenty-second, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, 
8 to the first of July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, 
9 the sum of two thousand three hundred and fifty-four dollars 
10 and twenty-four cents. 
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1863—Fepruary 18.—Read and passed to a second reading. 3 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATE 
February 21, 1863. 


Mr. SuMNerR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the 
following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


Fresruary 24, 18638. 


Reported by Mr. Sumner with an amendment, viz: Strike out the words 
within [brackets. | 











A BILL 


iii carry into effect the eciivenition between the United States and 
the Beli of Peru, signed at Lima on the twelfth of Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, for the settlement of 
claims. 


1 Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint two commis- 
sioners, whose duty it shall be, conjointly with the commis- 
sioners appointed by the government of Peru, to investigate, 


adjust, and determine the amount of the claims of citizens of 
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‘overnment of Peru, and of 


the United States against the ¢ 
9 citizens of Peru against the government of the United States, 
10 pursuant to the terms of a convention signed at Lima on the 


11 twelfth of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 
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Sec. 2. And be ut further enacted, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint a solicitor or agent, learned in the Spanish language 
and law, on the part of the United States, whose duty it 
shall be to prosecute before the joint commission in the city 
of Lima the claims of citizens of the United States embraced 
in the stipulations of said convention. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap- 
point a secretary to the said commissioners on behalf of the 
United States, versed in the English and Spanish languages. 

Src. 4. And be at further enacted, That the compensa- 
tion of the respective officers for whose appointment provision 
is made in this act shall be as follows: to the commissioners, 
in full for their services, five thousand dollars each; to the 
solicitor or agent, five thousand dollars, in full for his services. 
And the said commissioners and agent shall also allowed, 
in commutation of travelling and all other personal expenses, 
ten dollars a day for the time actually and necessarily occu- 
pied in going from the places of their residence to Lima and 
returning home, [and five dollars a day for the time spent in 
that city, | under the provisions of the convention. ‘To the 
secretary of the commissioners on the part of the United 
States there shall be paid two thousand dollars, in full for his 


services, and the same amount in commutation of all travelling 


bo 


nrtrenaun _~_ w 


—t 


vw bd 


Oo 1 & St 


10 
11 


3 

and other personal expenses as is provided in the case of the 
commissioners and solicitor. And the sums necessary to pay 
the foregoing salaries and expenses, as well as the share of 
the contingent expenses of the commission on the part of the 
United States, and of the compensation of the umpire chosen 
under the convention, are hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners on the part of the United States, in conjunction 
with the commissioners on the part of Peru, shall be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to make all needful rules and 
regulations for conducting the business of the said commis- 
sion—such rules and regulations not contravening the Consti- 
tution of the United States, the provisions of this act, or the 
stipulations of the said convention. 

Sec. 6. And be wt further enacted, That the Secretary 
of State is hereby authorized and required to transmit to the 
said commissioners such papers or records relating to the said 
commission as he may deem proper, or as may be called for 


by the said commissioners, and at the close of the commis- 


sion, and of the duties of the umpire, all the records, docu- 


ments, and all other papers which have been presented on 
behalf of the claimants, citizens of the United States, shall be 
returned to the Department of State, or be deposited in the 
legation of the United States at Lima, as the President may 


direct. 
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1863—VFerpruary 21.—Read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. : ‘ 
Fepruary 24.—Reported with an amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
FEBRUARY 26, 1863. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following 
joint resolution; which was read and passed to a second reading. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


To facilitate a proper representation of the industrial interests of 
the United States at the “International Agricultural Exhibi- 
tion” of Hambure. 


| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to facili- 
4 tate a proper representation of the industrial interests of the 
5 United States at the “International Agricultural Exhibition,” to 
6 be held at Hamburg in July, eighteen hundred and _ sixty- 
7 three; and that, in order to defray or aid in defraying the 
8 expenses thereof, the sum of ten thousand dollars, or so much 
9 thereof as may be required, is hereby appropriated to pay 
10 transportation to New York, thence to Hamburg, and back 
11 to their respective places, of such articles as may be sent for 
12 exhibition ; and the further sum of three thousand dollars for 
13 salaries and all other expenses of a commissioner and a clerk 


14 
15 


2 
to attend the same; to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That the said 
commissioner shall give timely notice, by advertisement in the 
principal newspapers of the country, of the purport of this 
resolution; that he shall make the necessary arrangements 
for preparing and forwarding the articles delivered to him, 
attend them at the exhibition, and receive and deliver them, 
on their return, to their owners, and report: the proceedings 
to the Secretary of the Interior: And provided, further, That 
all articles so forwarded from this country shall, on their 
return, enter free of duty, any act or acts to the contrary 


notwithstanding. 
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Bere ; - To facilitate a proper representation of the in- 
a ee . dustrial interests of the United States at the 


‘International Agricultural Exhibition’’ of 
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1863—Frcbrvary 26.—Read and passed to a second reading. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS of Congress concerning Foreign Intervention in 
4 the existing Rebellion. - ) 5 Pier by 


Whereas it appears from the diplomatic, correspondence submitted to,Congress that a propo- 
sition, friendly in form, looking to pacification through foreign mediation, has been made to the 
United States by the Emperor of the French and promptly declined by the President; and whereas 
the idea of mediation or intervention in some shape may be regarded by Foreign Governments as 
practicable, and such governments, through this misunderstanding, may be led to*proceedings 
tending to embarrass the friendly relations which now exist between them and the United States ; 
and whereas, in order to remove for the future all chance of misunderstanding on this subject, and 
to secure for the United States the full enjoyment of that freedom from foreign interference which 
is one of the highest rights of independent states, it seems fit that Congress should declare its 
convictions thereon: Therefore— 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That while in times past the United 
States have sought and accepted the friendly mediation or. arbitration of Foreign Powers for the 
pacific adjustment of international questions, where the United States were the party of the one 
part and some other Sovereign Power the party of the other part ; and while they are not disposed 
to misconstrue the natural and humane desire of Foreign Powers to aid in arresting domestic 
troubles, which, widening in their influence, have afflicted other countries, especially in view of 
the circumstance, deeply regretted by the American people, that the blow aimed by the Rebellion 
at the National life has fallen heavily upon the laboring population of Europe: yet, notwithstand- 
ing these things, Congress cannot hesitate to regard every proposition of foreign interference in 
the present contest as so far unreasonable and inadmissible that its only explanation will be found 
in a misunderstanding of the true state of the question, and of the real character of the war in 
which the Republic is engaged. 

fiesolved, ‘That the United States are now grappling with an unprovoked and wicked 
Rebellion, which is seeking the destruction of the Republic that it may build a new Power, whose 
corner-stone, according to the confession of its chiefs, shall be Slavery; that for the suppression 
‘of this Rebellion, and thus to save the Republic and to prevent the establishment of such a 
Power, the National Government is now employing armies and fleets, in full faith, that through 
these efforts all the purposes of conspirators and rebels will be crushed; that while engaged in 
this struggle, on which so much depends, any proposition from a foreign Power, whatever form it 
may take, having for its object the arrest of these efforts, is, just in proportion to its influence, an 
_ encouragement to the Rebellion, and to its declared pretensions, and, on this account, is calculated 

to prolong and embitter the conflict, to cause increased expenditure of blood and treasure, and to 
postpone the much desired day of peace; that, with these convictions, and not doubting that 
every such proposition, although made with good intent, is injurious to the National interests, 
Congress will be obliged to look upon any further attempt in the same direction as an unfriendly 
act which it earnestly deprecates, to the end that nothing may occur abroad to strengthen the 
Rebellion or to weaken those relations of good will with foreign powers which the United States 
are happy to cultivate. 

Resolved, That the Rebellion, from its beginning, and far back even in the conspiracy whicn 
preceded its outbreak, was encouraged by the hope of support from Foreign Powers; that its 
chiefs frequently boasted that the people of Europe were so far dependent upon regular supplies 
of the great Southern staple that, sooner or later, their governments would be constrained to take 
side with the Rebellion in some effective form, even to the extent of forcible intervention, if the 
milder form did not prevail; that the Rebellion is now sustained by this hope, which every propo- 
sition of foreign interference quickens anew, and that, without this life-giving’support, ‘it must 
soon yield to the just and paternal authority of the National Government; that, “considering these 
things, which are aggravated by the motive of the resistance thus encouraged, the United States 
regret that Foreign Powers have not frankly told the chiefs of the Rebellion that the work in 
which they are engaged is hateful, and that a new Government, such as they seek to found, with 
slavery as its acknowledged corner-stone, and with no other declared object of separate existence, 
is so fur shocking to civilization and the moral sense of mankind, that it must not expect welcome 
or recognition in the Commonwealth of Nations. 

Resolved, That the United States, confident in the justice of their cause, which is the cause, 
also, of good government and of Human Rights everywhere among men; anxious. for the speedy 
restoration of Peace, which shall secure tranquillity at home and remove all eccasion of complaint 
abroad; and awaiting with well-assured trust the final suppression of the Rebellion, through which 
all these things, rescued from present danger, will be secured forever, and the Republic, one and 
indivisible, triumphant over its enemies, will continue to stand an example to mankind, hereby 
announce, as their unalterable purpose, that the war will be vigorously prosecuted, according to 
the humane principles of Christian states, until the Rebellion shall be overcome; and they 
reverently invoke upon their cause the blessings of Almighty God. 
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Washington, Mach 9, 1803. ‘ | 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. . 
January 11, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 








To remove doubts on the construction of the joint resolution ex- 
planatory of ‘An act to suppress insurrection, to punish trea- 
son and rebellion, to seize and confiscate the property of 
rebels, and for other purposes,” approved July seventeen, 


eighteen hundred and sixty-two. 


Whereas the joint resolution approved the seventeenth July, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, explanatory of an act enti- 
tled “ An act to suppress insurrection, to punish treason and 
rebellion, to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, and 
for other purposes,” likewise approved the seventeenth July, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, contains in its last clause 
the following words, viz: “ Nor shall any punishment or pro- 
ceedings under said act be so construed as to work a forfeiture 
of the real estate of the offender beyond his natural life ;” 
and whereas the intention of Congress was simply to declare 
that restriction on the forfeiture of the real estate of an 
offender under the said act which is required by the Consti- 
tution of the United States in the following words: “ No at- 


tainder of treason shall work corruption of blood or forfeit- 
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ure, except during the life of the person nteoutted ” and 
whereas doubts have arisen respecting the construction of the 
said joint resolution in this particular: Now, therefore, to 
remove all such doubts— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-— 
teves of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the said joint resolution shall not be construed to create 
any other restriction on the forfeiture of the real estate of an 
offender under the said act than is created by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in the case of an attainder of 


treason. 
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A BILL | 


To remove doubts on the construction of the joint 
resolution explanatory of “ An act to suppress 
insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, to 
seize and confiscate the property of rebels, and 
for other purposes,” approved July 17, 1862. 








1864 —January 11.—Read twice, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. ; 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


January 18, 1864. 


Mr. Suuner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


Fesruary 11, 1864. 


Reported by Mr. Cottamer with an amendment, viz: insert the section printed in dalies’ 
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A BILL 


To remove all disqualification of color in carrying the mails. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America i Congress assembled, 
That from and atter the passage of this act no person, by 
reason of color, shall be disqualified from employment in 
carrying the mails, and all acts and parts of acts establishing 
such disqualification, including especially the seventh section 
of the act of March third, eighteen hundred and twenty-five, 
are hereby repealed. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That in the courts 
of the United States there shall be no exclusion of any witness 


on account of color. 





To remove all disqualification of color in carrying 
the mails. 








1864—January 18.—Read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Fesruary 11.—Reported with an amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
January 19, 1864. 


Mr. Sumyer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 





A BILL 


To provide for the payment of the claims of Peruvian citizens, 
under the convention between the United States and Peru, of 
the twelfth of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


| Be at enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That for the purpose of discharging the obligations of the 
4 United States, under the convention with Peru, of the twelfth 
5 of January last, there be paid to Stephen G. Montano, or to 
6 his legal representatives, in the current money of the United 
7 States, the sum of forty-one thousand seven hundred and 


8 eighty-two dollars and thirthy-eight cents; and to Juan del 
9 Carmen Vergel, or his legal representatives, the sum of one 
10 thousand one hundred and seventy dollars, in the silver money 
11 of the United States, or its equivalent, out of any money in 


12 the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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To provide for the payment of the claims of Peruvian — ae 
. citizens, under the convention between the United = 
~ -, States and Peru, of the 12th of January, 1868. rg =a 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


January 25, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the follow- 


ing bill ; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to bé printed. 





A BILL 


Supplementary to an act entitled “An act to prescribe an oath of 
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office, and for other purposes,” approved July two, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two. 


Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That no person, after the date of this act, shall be admitted 
to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States, or of 
any circuit or district court of the United States, or of the 
Court of Claims, as an attorney or counsellor of such court, 
or shall be allowed to appear and be heard in any such court, 
by virtue of any previous admission, or any special power of 
attorney, unless he shall have first taken and subscribed the 
oath prescribed in “An act to prescribe an oath of office, and 
for other purposes,” approved July two, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-two, according to the forms and in the manner in 


the said act provided ; which said oath so taken and subscribed 


14 
15 
16 
17 
18 


shall be preserved among the files of such court, and any 


person who shall falsely take the said oath shall be guilty of 


perjury, and, on conviction, shall be liable to the pains and 


penalties of perjury, and the additional pains and penalties in 


the said act provided. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Frpruary 8, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
joint resolution; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


Frepruary 10, 1864. 


Reported by Mr. Trumsutt without amendment, and adversely. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


To provide for submitting to the several States an amendment of 
the Constitution of the United States. 


1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 (two-thirds of both houses concurring,) That the following 
4 article be proposed to the legislatures of the several States as 
5 an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
6 which, when ratified by three-fourths of such legislatures, 
7 shall become a part of the Constitution, to wit: 

1 ArticLe —. Everywhere within the limits of the 
2 United States, and of each State and Territory thereof, all 
3 persons are equal before the law, so that no person can hold 
4 another as a slave. 














JOINT RESOLUTION 


To provide for submitting to the several States an 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 


States. 








1864—Fersevary 8 --Read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Fepruary 10.—Reported adversely. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Frpruary 8, 1864. - 


Mr. Sumyer asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Select Committee on Slavery and 
Freedmen. 


Frepruary 29, 1864. 


Reported by Mr Sumyer without amendment, and accompanied by a report (No. 25.) 





A BILE 


To secure equality before the law in the courts of the United 
States. 


Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


pond 


2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That in the courts of the United States there shall be no ex- 
4 


clusion of any witness on account of color. 





o>) To secure equality before the lawin the courts of 
the United States. 





1864—Ferpruary 8.—Read twice and referred to the Select 
Committee on Slavery and Freedmen. 


Fesruary 29.—Reperted without amendment. 





38tx CONGRESS, ® 
Ist SEssIon. ra e 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frepruary 17, 1864. 

Read twice and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Frepruary 25, 1864. 


Reported back without amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, ordered to be printed, and made a special order for 
Wednesday, March 2, after the morning hour, and from day to day till disposed of. 





AN ACT 


To provide for the payment of the claims of Peruvian citizens, 
under the convention between the United States and Peru, of 
the twelfth of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


Be ut enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That for the purpose of discharging the obligations of the 
United States, under the convention with Peru, of the twelfth 
of January last, there be paid to Stephen G. Montano, or to 
his legal representatives, in the current money of the United 
States, the sum of forty-one thousand seven hundred and 


eighty-two dollars and thirty-eight cents; and to Juan del 
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Carmen Vergel, or his legal representatives, the sum of one 
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thousand one hundred and seventy dollars, in the silver money 


pun, 
puma, 


of the United States, or its equivalent, out of any money in 


boat! 
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the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 














To provide for the payment of the claims of Peru- 

vian citizens, under the convention between the 
United States and Peru, of the 12th of January, 
1863. 











Frsruary 17, 1864.—Read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Frepruary 25, 1864.—Reported back without amendment, 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, ordered to be printed, and made a spe- 
cial order for Wednesday, March 2, after the morning hour, 
and from day to day till disposed of. : 


ee 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Frpruary 29, 1864. 


Mr. Sumver, from the Select Committee on Slavery and Freedmen, submitted a report, 
(No. 24,) accompanied by the following bill; which was read and passed to a 


second reading. 





A BILL 


To repeal all acts for the rendition of fugitives from service or labor. 


1 Be wt enacted by the. Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That all acts of Congress or parts of acts providing for the 
4 rendition of fugitives from service or labor be, and the same 
5 are hereby, repealed. 





To repeal all acts for the rendition of fugitives from 


' 


service or labor, , 


4 ‘ 
————— 
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1864—Feprvary 29.—Read aud passed tu a second reading, 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Marca 1, 1864. 


Mr. Sumyer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following joint 


resolution; which was read and passed to a second readin. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


Giving the assent of Congress to the acceptance of a watch from 
the British Privy Council of Trade, by the master of the 
American schooner Highlander. 


{ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the master of the American schooner Highlander be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to accept a gold watch, recently 


proposed to be presented to him by the lords of the commit- 
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tee of the Privy Council for Trade of the Queen of England. 





Giving the assent of Congress to the acceptance 
of a watch from the British Privy Council of Trade — 
by the master of the American schooner High- 


lander. 





1864—Marcn 1.—Read and passed to # second reading 
’ 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 2, 1864. 


Mr. Somner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill; 


which was read and passed to a second reading. 








For the relief of the owners of the French ship “ La Manche.” 


eal 


OS 


a 


10 
11 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the Untted States of America in Congress assembled, 
That for the purpose ef paying the indemnity awarded to 
the owners of the French ship ‘la Manche,” there be ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, a sufficient amount to purchase a bill of 
exchange on Paris for the sum of one hundred and forty 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-five and fifteen-one-hun- 
dredths frances, with interest on the said sum at six per 


centum, from February five last past down to the date of 


the bill of exchange. 








A BILL 


For the ielief of the owners of the French ship ‘La 


- Manche.” 














1864-—Mancn 2.—Read and passed toa second reading 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 17, 1864. 


Mr. Sumyer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill ; 


which was read and passed to a second reading. 





A BILL 


To carry into effect the convention with Ecuador for the mutual 
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adjustment of claims. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, for the purpose of carrying into effect the convention 
with Ecuador for the mutual adjustment of claims signed at 
Quito on the twenty-fifth day of November, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-two, the commissioner to be appointed by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall be allowed a compensation, in 
full for his services, of three thousand dollars, and ten dollars 
a day in commutation of travelling expenses for the time 
actually and necessarily occupied in going from the place of 
his residence to Guayaquil and returning to his home after the 


termination of his duties. 


Sec. 2. And be zt further enacted, That if the President 
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under the convention aforesaid, such minister shall receive a — 


_ ninth section of the act of August eighteen, eighteen hundred 


vention, including the moiety of the United States for the 


this aet be, and they hereby are, appropriated out of any — 


Veer. 7 * - 

a rte.“ ¢ ; — 

te ee 1-3 "> Qa oe ar De gi ol Owe en 

ct sor) tee te ad ee ie ee ar | 7 — 
a. . 4 le 















shall elect to appoint the minister resident of the United 


_ 





States in Ecuador to perform the duties of commissioner 






compensation for his services of fifty per centum of the sum 






hereinbefore mentioned, pursuant to the provisions of the 







and fifty-six, ‘‘to regulate the diplomatic and consular systems 





of the United States.” | 
Sec. 3. And be zt further enacted, That the President. 









be, and hereby is, authorized to make such provision for the € 


contingent expenses of the commission under the said con- 


compensation of the umpire and of the secretary who may 
be chosen by the commissioners pursuant to the provisions of 
the convention, as he shall deem just and proper. | ) 

Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That such sums of 


money as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of 


money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
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Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compen- — 





sation of the commissioner shall be five thousand dollars in 
full for his services and personal expenses. And the sums 
necessary to pay the compensation aforesaid, the share of the 
contingent expenses of the commission on the part of the 
‘time States, and of the compensation of the umpire, chosen 


under the convention, are hereby appropriated, out of any 
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money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


mete 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioner on the part of the United States, in conjunction with 
the commissioner on the part of Great Britain, is hereby 


authorized to make all needful rules and regulations for con- 


Cie tS Co ay 


ducting the business of the commission; such rules and 
regulations not contravening the Constitution of the United 


States, the provisions of this act, or the stipulations of the 


Os. “te OD 


treaty. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary : 


rt 


of State is hereby authorized and required to transmit to the _ 
said commission such papers or records relating to the busi- 
ness of the commission as he may deem proper or as may be 
called for by the commissioner ; and at the close of the com- 
mission, and of the duties of the umpire, all the records, docu- 
ments, and all other papers which may have been presented 


on behalf of the United States, shall be returned to the De- 
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partment of State. — 
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1864—Mancn 22.—Read and passed to a second reading. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Aprin 12, 1864. 


Mr. Soyer, from the Select Committee on Slavery-and Freedmen, reported the following 


bill; which was read and passed to a second reading, 








A BILL 


To establish a bureau of freedmen. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


‘That an office is hereby created in the Treasury Department 


to be called the bureau of freedmen, meaning thereby such 
persons as have become free since the beginning of the 


present war, under the care of a commissioner, with an an- 


nual salary of four thousand dollars, who shall be appointed 


by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 


Senate; and there shall be in the bureau a chief clerk, acting 


also as disbursing officer, under bonds tothe United States, - 
with an annual salary of two thousand dollars; and also such 
number of clerks, not exceeding two of each class, as shall be 
necessary, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 


Src. 2. And be ut further enacted, That the commis- 
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sioner at five authority, under the ireeuon of the § secre- 


tary of the Treasury, to create departments of froedait nD 


within the rebel States, so far as the same may be brought at: 


under the military power of the United States, and each de- 


partment shall be under the supervision of an assistant com- 


missioner, with an annual salary of two thousand dollars, to 
be appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and with 
authority to appoint local superintendents and clerks, so far 
as the same may be needed, at a compensation not exceeding 
the ordinary rate for similar services, subject, in all respects, 
to the approval of the Secretary. 

Sec. 3. And Be it further enacted, That the military 
commander within any department shall, on the application 
of the assistant commissioner thereof, supply all needful mili- 
tary support in the discharge of his duties; and any military 
commander may be appointed assistant commissioner, without 


increase of salary. 


Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the commisioner, 


under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 


have the general superintendence of all freedmen throughout 


the several departments, and it shall be his duty especially to 


watch over the execution of all laws, proclamations, and a 


military orders of emancipation, or in any way concerning 


freedmen, and generally, by careful regulations, in the spirit | 


of the Constitution, to protect these persons in the enjoyneiaa : 
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9 of their rights, to promote their welfare, and to secure to them 


10 and their posterity the blessings of liberty. 


1 Sec: 5. And be tt further enacted, That the assistant 
2 commissioners shall have authority, within their respective 
3 departments, to take possession of all real estate, with the 
4 houses thereon, liable to sale or confiscation, or to any claim 
5 of title by the United States, and not already appropriated to 
6 government uses, and also to take possession of all personal 
7 property found on such estate, and to rent or lease all such 


8 real estate, or any part thereof, with the personal property 
9 thereon, or in case no proper lessees can be found, then to 
10 cause the same to be cultivated or occupied by the freedmen, 
11 onsuch terms in either case and under such regulations as 
12 the commissioner may determine: Provided, That no freed- 
13 men shall be held to any service on any abandoned estate, 
14 otherwise than according to voluntary contract reduced to 
15 writing and certified by the assistant commissioner or local 
16 superintendent, nor shall any such contract be for a longer 


17 period than twelve months. 


1 Sic. 6. And be it further enacted, That the assistant 
2 commissioners and local superintendents shall be ready, as 


3 advisory guardians, to aid the freedmen in the adjustment of 
4 their wages, or where they have rented plantations or small 


5 holdings, in the organization of their labor; that they shall 


6 take eare that the freedmen do not suffer from ill-treatment 
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or any failure of contract on the part of others, and that on 


their part they perform their duty in the premises; that they 
shall further do what they can as arbitrators, to reconcile and 
settle any differences in which freedmen may be involved, 
whether among themselves or between themselves and other 
persons, and in case such differences are are before any 
tribunal, civil or military, they shall appear as next friends of 
the freedmen, so far as to see that the case is fairly stated 
and heard, and in all such proceedings there shall be no dis- 
ability or exclusion on account of color. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That leases here- 
tofore made by the supervising special agents of the Treas- 
ury Department, under the authority of the General Order 
three hundred and thirty-one, of the Secretary of War, 
dated October nine, eighteen hundred and _sixty-three, and 
in accordance with the regulations of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, shall have the same effect as if made by assistant com- 
missioners under this act; and such agents shall have the 
same powers in the premises as are given herein to assistant 
commissioners: Provided, That no lease shall be made by 
them for a longer period than one year, and that immediately 
upon the organization of any department of freedmen, such 
agents shall cease to execute their functions within such de- 
partment and shall deliver over to the assistant commissioner 


thereof all property and papers held by them as agents. But 
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ao 
all expenses necessarily incurred by such agents in any de- 
partment, prior to its organization under this act, shall be 
defrayed by the Secretary of the Treasury out of any moneys 
in his hands arising from the leases made by such agents. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted,, That the commissioner 
shall apply the proceeds arising from leases in the several 
departments to pay the salaries and other expenses under this 
act, so that the bureau herein established may become, at an 
early day, self-supporting ; and any proceeds over and above 
the annual expense thereof shall be paid into the treasury of 
the United States. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of all officers, civil and military, charged with the exe- 
cution of any law, proclamation, or military order of eman- 
cipation, or in any way concerning freedmen, not mustered 
into, nor regularly engaged in, the military service, to make 
return to the commissioner of all their proceedings in execu- 
tion thereof, under such regulations as shall, from time to 
time, be prescribed. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioner shall, before the commencement of each session of 
Congress, make full report of his proceedings to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, who shall communicate the same to Con- 
gress. And the assistant commissioners shall make quarterly 


reports of their proceedings to the commissioner, and also 
8. 227 2 








To establish a Bureau of Freedmen. 





a 






1864-—Aprin 12.—Read and passed to a second reading. 


7 such other special reports as from time to time may be 
required. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


ApriL 25, 1864. 





Mr. Sumver asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 

bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
- ordered tu be printed. . 
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j A BEL 
To provide for the adjustment of claims of aliens against the : 
United States since the commencement of the present rebel- 

lion. 

Whereas the prosecution of hostilities for the suppression of re- 
bellion in certain districts of the United States has given rise 
to sundry claims of aliens on account of injuries to their 
persons or on aecount of the use, injury, or destruction of 
their property, by civil, military, or naval authorities of the 
United States: Now, therefore, for the purpose of a more 
speedy, equitable, and satisfactory investigation and adjust- 

i ment thereof, | 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, shall appoint three commissioners, one of whom 
shall be learned in the law, who shall have authority to hear 


and report, as hereinafter provided, upon all claims against 
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the United States, which have arisen or may arise during 
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8 the present rebellion, for indemnity to aliens who may have “a 
9 been, or may hereafter be, injured in their persons or whose — ” 
10 property may have been or may hereafter be used, injured, or 
11 destroyed by the civil, alti or naval authorities of the 
12 United States: Prowded, That no claim shall be embraced 
13 within the provisions of this act for which redress might be 
14 obtained from the ordinary judicial tribunals or unless the 
15 United States shall be liable therefor according to treaty or 
16 the law of nations: Provided, also, That no claim shall be 
17 entertained by the commission which may have been. 
18 rejected on appeal from the highest court of the United 
19 States having cognizance of the same, or by any ihiferior 


20 court from whose decision the claimant may have neglected 





21 to appeal: Provided, also, That no claim shall be heard or 
22 determined by the commission unless it shall have been pre- 


23 sented in writing to the Secretary of State by the highest 


ro") 


24 diplomatic functionary, or, where there may be no such fane- 
25 tionary, by a consul in the United States of the foreign power 
26 to whom the claimant may profess to owe allegiance, nor un- 
27 less the claim shall have been referred to the commission by 


28 the Secretary of State: Provided, also, That no claim arising 


a 


29 after the passage of this act shall be heard as aforesaid, unless 
30 presented to the Secretary of State within one year from the 
31 time when the claim shall have arisen and come to the 


32 knowledge of the claimant; and all claims not presented 





2 


- within that time Aa i deemed in ing to have been 
34 waived, satisfied, or barred. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall also 
appoint a solicitor to represent the interests of the United 
States before the commission. And the claimants may em- 
ploy counsel in their behalf, pursuant to such rules as the 
commission may prescribe. | 

Sic. 3. And be it further enacted, That the ite sas 
shall have power to frame and issue processes for the sum- 

3 moning of witnesses, and to” compel their attendance before 
4 the commission, with all papers, vouchers, and other docu- 
0, ments having relation’ to the subject-matter in hearing, in 
on 0B the same manner as may now lawfully be dono by the Conrt , 
‘of Claims or any other court of the United States; and it 


shall be the duty of all marshals of the United States to 


_ serve all processes issued therefrom in like manner as if they 


had been issued by a court of the United States. All such 
processes shall run throughout the United States and the 
territory thereof. And the commission shall have authority 
to appomt one or more persons to take depositions, who shall 
have the same powers to compel the attendance of witnesses 
as now by law belong to commissioners of the courts of the 
United States; and they shall have further authority to issue 


commissions or letters rogatory to foreign countries for the 


4 
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taking of testimony; etl in all cases where testimony she He 
). be taken on behalf of the United States théy ‘shall allow elem 
| reasonable expenses and fees thereof. 

Src. 4. And be it firth enacted, That no claim shall 
be heard or adjudged by the commission unless accompanied 
“by a Maer signed by the claimant and verified by 
oath, to the following effect, Se | 

One. That according to his best knowledge and belief 
the claim as presented is in all its parts just, lawful and. 


reasonable; that it is wholly due, and owing to the claimants 


whose names, residence, and occupation are truly set forth in 


2 
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the ap piMetion: 
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Two. That no other persons than those whose names are 


ag 
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so set forth as such claimants have or had at any time any bh 
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right, title, or interest in the claim. 
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Three. That the claimant is not a citizen of the United 


2 
ys 


States; that he has neither filed, nor caused or permitted to 
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be filed in any court, nor has made any declaration of his 


—t 
or) 


intention to become a citizen of the United States, and that 
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he has not at any time exercised the tight of voting, or any 


io) 


other right exclusively appertaining to citizens of the United — 
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‘States. 
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Four. That the claimant has not at any time given aid 
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pa 


or comfort to those who are or have been engaged inthe 
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bo 


present rebellion, or to any enemy of the United States. 
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Sue. 5. And Be tt JSurther enacted, That any sportth 
~ who shall have knowingly made, signed, used, or procured 
3 to be made, signed or used, any false certificate, voucher, 
4 affidavit, or other writing, with the fraudulent purpose and 
5 intent of aiding in procuring or obtaining the allowance of any 
6 claim as aforesaid, shall be deemed cuilty of a high crime and 
7 misdemeanor, and _ shall, on conviction thereof before any 
8 court of competent jurisdiction, be sebjbat to a fine not ex- 
- 9 ceeding dollars, and imprisonment for a term not ex- 
10 ceeding years; and any claimant or other person, acting 
11 on behalf of any claimant, who shall make any false oath or 
12 false affidavit in relation to any claim presented, or to be pre- 
13 sented, to the Secretary of State for allowance as aforesaid, 
4 _ +14 or in any proceeding before the commission, or in any depo- 
15 ‘sition or testimony taken, or to be taken, by any commis- 


16 sioner or other person, appointed to take the same, under the 





17 provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of the crime of 
18 perjury, and shall be liable to prosecution and conviction 
19 thereof, and to punishment therefor, before any court of compe- 
20 tent Niaediation according to the laws which govern the tribunal 
21 before which the case may be heard. No personwho shall make 
22 an application for the allowance of a claim against the United 
23 States, which, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 
24 shall be referred to the Secretary of State, shall thereafter be 


4 25 entitled to exercise any of the rights or privileges of a citizen 
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of the United States, unless he shall have been subsequently 
naturalized. 

mec. 6. And be aw further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall deliver written opinions in regard to the claims 
and in regard to contested questions touching the same; and 
as the claims shall be finally disposed of they shall be re- 
ported to the Secretary of State, in order that if allowed, 
in whole or in part, application may be made to Congress for 
an appropriation in discharge of the same, and at the close 
of the commission all the records and papers relating to the 
same shall be lodged in the Department of State. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall hold their sessions at such times and in such 
places as shall from time to time be designated by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and shall be paid for their services 
at the rate of dollars a year each, and the- | 
solicitor to the commission shall receive a compensation at the 
rate of dollars a year; and such sums of money 
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this act 
are hereby appropriated out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States shall prescribe such rules for reculaliei 
the proceedings of the commuission as he shall deem necessary 


and proper, and he may at any time remove either or all of 
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Foreign Kelatious, and ordered to. . printed. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Aprit 25, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the follow- 
ing joint resolution ; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 


May 12, 1864, 


Reported by Mr. Wirson, without amendment. 








JOINT RESOLUTION 


To facilitate commercial, postal and military communication 
among the several States. 


Whereas the Constitution of the United States confers upon Con- 
gress, In express terms, the power to regulate commerce 
among the several States, to establish post roads and to raise 
and support armies: Therefore, 


| Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That every railroad company in the United States, whose 
4 road is operated by steam, its successors and assigns, be, 
© and is hereby, authorized to carry upon and over its road, 
6 connexions, boats, bridges, and ferries, all freight, property, 
7 mails, passengers, troops, and government supplies, on their 
8 way from any State to any other State, and to receive com- 


9 pensation therefor. 
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To facilitate commercial, postal, and military com- 





munication among the several States. 





1864—Aprit 25.—Read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia. — 


May 12 —Reported without amendment. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Aprit 25, 1864, 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the fol- 


To provide for the adjustment of claims of aliens against the 


lowing bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, and ordered to be printed. 


May 10, 1864. 


Reported by Mr. Sumner, with amendments, viz: Strike out the words within [brack- 


ets,| and insert those printed in ¢falies. 








United States since the commencement of the present rebel- 
lion. | 


Whereas the prosecution of hostilities for the suppression of re- 


ee Ek AB 


bellion in certain districts of the United States has given rise 
to sundry claims of aliens on account of injuries to their 
persons or on account of the use, injury, or destruction of 
their property, by civil, military, or naval authorities of the 
United States: Now, therefore, for the purpose of a more 
speedy, equitable, and satisfactory investigation and adjust- 


ment thereof, 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Fepresenta- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President, by and with the advice and consent of 


the Senate, shall appoint three commissioners, one of whom 


shall be learned in the law, who shall have authority to hear 


6 


=~ 


2 
anil report, as hereinafter provided, upon all claims against 
the United States, which have arisen or may arise during 
the present rebellion, for indemnity to aliens who may have 
been, or may hereafter be, injured in their persons or whose 
property may have been or may hereafter be used, injured, or 
destroyed by the civil, military, or naval authorities of the 
United States: Provided, That no claim shall be embraced 
within the provisions of this act for which redress might be 
obtained from the ordinary judicial tribunals or unless the 
United States shall be liable therefor according to treaty or 
the law of nations: Provided, also, That no claim shall be 
entertained by the commission which may have been 
rejected on appeal from the highest court of the United 
States having cognizance of the same, or by any inferior 
court from whose decision the claimant may have neglected 
to appeal: Provided, also, That no claim shall be heard or 
determined by the commission unless it shall have been pre- 
sented in writing to the Secretary of State by the highest 
diplomatic functionary, or, where there may be no such fune- 
tionary, by a consul in the United States of the foreign power 
to whom the claimant may profess to owe allegiance, nor un- 
less the claim shall have been referred to the commission by 
the Secretary of State: Provided, also, That no claim arising 
after the passage of this act shall be heard as aforesaid, unless 


presented to the Secretary of State within one year from the 
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time when the claim shall have arisen and come to the 
knowledge of the claimant; [and all claims not presented 
within that time shall be deemed in law to have been waived, 
satisfied, or barred. | 

Sec. 2. And be wt further enacted, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall also 
appoint a solicitor to represent the interests of the United 
States before the commission. And the claimants may em- 
ploy counsel in their behalf, pursuant to such rules as the 
commission may prescribe. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commission 
shall have power to frame and issue processes for the sum- 
moning of witnesses, and to compel their attendance before 
the commission, with all papers, vouchers, and other docu- 
ments having relation to the subject-matter in hearing, in 
the same manner as may now lawfully be done by the Court 
of Claims or any other court of the United States; and it 
shall be the duty of all marshals of the United States to 
serve all processes issued therefrom in like manner as if they 
had been issued by a court of the “United States. All such 
processes shall run throughout the United States and the 
territory thereof. And the commission shall have authority 
to appoint one or more persons to take depositions, who shall 
have the same powers to compel the attendance of witnesses 


as now by law belong to commissioners of the courts of the 
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United States; and they shall have further authority to issue 





commissions or letters rogatory to foreign countries for the 
taking of testimony; and in all cases where testimony shall 
be taken on behalf of the United States they shall allow the 
reasonable expenses and fees thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That no claim shall 
be heard or adjudged by the commission unless accompanied 
by a declaration, signed by the claimant and verified by oath, 
to the following effect, namely: 

One. That according to his best knowledge and belief 
the claim as presented is in all its parts just, lawful and 
reasonable; that it is wholly due, and owing to the claimants 
whose names, residence, and occupation are truly set forth in 
the application. 

Two. That no other persons than those whose names 
are so set forth as such claimants have or had at any time 
any right, title, or interest in the claim. 

Three. That the claimant is not a citizen of the United 
States; [that he has neither filed, nor caused or permitted to 
be filed in any court, nor has made any declaration of his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, and that 
he has not at any time exercised the right of voting, or any 
other right exclusively appertaining to citizens of the United 
States. | 


Four. That the claimant has not at any time given aid. 
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5 
or comfort to those who are or have been engaged in the 
present rebellion, or to any enemy of the United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall have knowingly made, signed, used, or procured 
to be made, signed or used, any false certificate, voucher, 
affidavit, or other writing, with the fraudulent purpose and 
intent of aiding in procuring or obtaining the allowance of any 
claim as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a high crime and 
misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof before any 
court of competent jurisdiction, be subject to a fine not ex- 
ceeding five thousand dollars, and imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding five years; and any claimant or other person, acting 
on behalf of any claimant, who shall make any false oath or 
false affidavit in relation to any claim presented, or to be pre- 
sented, to the Secretary of State for allowance as aforesaid, 
or in any proceeding before the commission, or in any depo- 
sition or testimony taken, or to be taken, by any commis- 
sioner or other person, appointed to take the same, under the 
provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of the crime of 
perjury, and shall be liable to prosecution and conviction 
thereof, and to punishment therefor, before any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction according to the laws which govern the tribu- 
nal before which the case may be heard. No person who shall 
make an application for the allowance of a claim against the 


United States, which, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 


shall be referred to the Secretary of State, shall thereafter be 
entitled to exercise any of the rights or privileges of a citizen 
of the United States, unless he shall have been subsequently 
naturalized. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall deliver written opinions in regard to the claims 
and in regard to contested questions touching the same; and 
as the claims shall be finally disposed of they shall be re- 
ported to the Secretary of State, in order that if allowed, 
in whole or in part, application may be made to Congress for 
an appropriation in discharge of the same, and at the close 
of the eommission all the records and papers relating to the 
same shall be lodged in the Department of State. 

Sec. 7. And. be tt further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall hold their sessions at such times and in such 
places as shall from time to time be designated by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and shall be paid for their services 
at the rate of four thousand dollars a year each, and the 
solicitor to the commission shall receive a compensation at the 
rate of three thousand five hundred dollars a year; and such 
sums of money as nay be necessary to carry out the pro- 
visions of this act are hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President 


of the United States shall prescribe such rules for regulating 
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a and proper, and he may at any time remove either or all of 
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the commissioners from office whenever the public interest 


6 shall, in ite judgment, require him to do so. 





To provide for the adjustment of claims of aliens 
against the United States since the commence- 
ment of the present rebellion. 
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1864—Aprit 25.—Read twice, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


May 10.—Reported with amendments, 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Apri 25, 1864. 


Mr. Sumver asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 


ordered tu be printed. 








To provide for the adjustment of claims of aliens against the 


United States since the commencement of the present rebel- 


lion. 


Whereas the prosecution of hostilities for the suppression of re- 
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bellion in certain districts of the United States has given rise 


to sundry claims of aliens on account of injuries to their 
‘persons or on account of the use, injury, or destruction of 


their property, by civil, military, or naval authorities of the 
United States: Now, therefore, for the purpose of a more 
speedy, equitable, and satisfactory investigation and adjust- 


ment thereof, 


Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That the President, by and with the advice and consent of- 


the Senate, shall appoint three commissioners, one of whom _ 


shall be learned in the law, who shall have authority to hear 
and report, as hereinafter provided, upon all claims against 


the United States, which have arisen or may arise during 


o * sea hl iy 


bo? 


it 


AS Gcth sy Sof, os 


- eis 
SS SS 


2 

8 the present rebellion, for indemnity to aliens who may have 
9 been, or may hereafter be, injured in their persons or whose 
10 property may have been or may hereafter be used, injured, or 
11 destroyed by the civil, military, or naval authorities of the 
12 United States: Provided, That no claim shall be embraced 
13° within the provisions of this act for which redress might be 
14 obtained from the ordinary judicial tribunals or unless the 
15 United States shall be liable therefor according to treaty or 
16 the law of nations: Provided, also, That no claim shall be 
17 entertained by the commission which may have been 
18 rejected on appeal from the highest court of the United 
19 States having cognizance of the same, or by any inferior 
20 court from whose decision the claimant may have neglected 
21. to appeal: Provided, also, That no claim shall be heard or 
22 determined by the commission unless it shall have been pre- 
23 sented in writing to the Secretary of State by the highest 
24 diplomatic functionary, or, where there may be no such func- 
25 tionary, by a consul ii the United States of the foreign power 
26 to whom the claimant may profess to owe allegiance, nor un- 
27 less the claim shall have been referred to the commission by 
28 the Secretary of State: Provided, also, That no claim arising 
29 after the passage of this act shall be heard as aforesaid, unless 
30. presented to the. Secretary of State, within one year from the 
31 time when the claim shall have arisen and come to the 


32 knowledge of the claimant;, and all claims not presented 
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within that time shall be deemed in law to have been 
waived, satisfied, or barred. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall also 
appoint a solicitor to represent the interests of the United 
States before the commission. And the claimants may em- 
ploy counsel in their behalf, pursuant to such rules as the 
commission may prescribe. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commission 
shall have power to frame and issue processes for the sum- 
moning of witnesses, and to compel their attendance before 
the commission, with all papers, vouchers, and other doeu- 
ments having relation to the subject-matter in hearing, in 
the same manner as may now lawfully be done by the Court 
of Claims or any other court of the United States; and it 
shall be the duty of all marshals of the United States to 
serve all processes issued therefrom in like manner as if they 
had been issued by a court of the United States. All sueh 
processes shail run throughout the United States and the 
territory thereof. And the commission shall have authority 
to appoint one or more persons to take depositions, who shall 
have the same powers to compel the attendance of witnesses 
as now by law belong to commissioners of the courts of the 
United States; and they shall have further authority to issue 


commissions or letters rogatory to foreign countries for the 





| wea) NSD d> = — — — —_ — ond — — — 


oi © 6 Ria 8 Sadie mem aoe oy Dd (= ome res 2) 


taking of testimony; and in all cases where testimony shall 7 


be taken on behalf of the United States they shall allow the 
reasonable expenses and fees thereof. | 

Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That no claim shall” 
be heard or adjudged by the commission unless accompamed : 
by a declaration, signed by the claimant and verified by 
oath, to the following effect, namely: ; 

One. That according to his best knowledge and belief 
the claim as presented is in all its parts Just, lawful and 
reasonable; that itis wholly due, and owing to the claimants 
whose names, residence, and occupation are truly set forth in 
the application. 7 

Two. That no other persons than those whose names are 
so set forth as such claimants have or had at day time any 
right, title, or interest in the claim. ae | 

Three. That the claimant is not a citizen of the United 
States; that he has neither filed, nor caused or permitted eo 


be filed in any court, nor has made any declaration of his 


intention to become a citizen of the United States, and that 


he has not at any time exercised the right of voting, or any 
other right exclusively appertaining to citizens of the United 
States. 

Four. That the claimant has not at any time given aid 
or comfort to those who are or have been engaged in the” 


present rebellion, or to any enemy of the United States. 
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Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That any person 
who shall have knowingly made, signed, used, or procured 
to be made, signed or used, any false certificate, voucher, 
affidavit, or other writing, with the fraudulent purpose and 
intent of aiding in procuring or obtaining the allowance of any 
claim as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a high crime and 
misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction thereof before any 


court of competent jurisdiction, be subject to a fine not ex- 


ceeding dollars, and imprisonment for a term not ex- 
ceeding years; and any claimant or other person, acting 


on behalf of any claimant, who shall make any false oath or 
false affidavit in relation to any claim presented, or to be pre- 
sented, to the Secretary of State for allowance as aforesaid, 
or in any proceeding before the commission, or in any depo- 
sition or testimony taken, or to be taken, by any commis- 
sioner or other person, appointed to take the same, under the 
provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of the crime of 
perjury, and shall be liable to prosecution and conviction 
thereof, and to punishment therefor, before any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction according to the laws which govern the tribunal 
before which the case may be heard. No person who shall make 
an application for the allowance of a claim against the United 
States, which, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 
shall be referred to the Secretary of State, shall thereafter be 


entitled to exercise any of the rights or privileges of a citizen 
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of the United States, unless he shall have been subsequently 
naturalized. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall deliver written opinions in regard to the claims 
and in regard to contested questions touching the same; and’ 
as the claims shall be finally disposed of they shall be re- 
ported to the Secretary of State, in order that if allowed, 
in whole or in part, application may be made to Congress for 
an appropriation in discharge of the same, and at the close 


of the commission all the records and papers relating to the 


‘same shall be lodged in the Department of State. 


Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall hold their sessions at such times and in such 
places as shall from time to time be designated by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and shall be paid for their services 


at the rate of dollars a year each, and the 


‘solicitor to the commission shall receive a compensation at the 


rate of dollars a year; and such sums of money 
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this act 


are hereby appropriated out of any money in the treasury not 


‘otherwise appropriated. 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States shall prescribe such rules for regulating 
the proceedings of the commission as he shall deem necessary 


and proper, and he may at any time remove either or all of 
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commis ioners from office whenever the public interest 


| | in his judgment, require him to do so. 
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To provide for the adjustment of claims of alien 
against the United States since the com 
iment of the present rebellion. 





lag 1864—Apnin 25.—Read twice, referred to the Committee on — 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Apri 80, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
bill; which was read twice, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 





A BILL 


To provide for the greater efficiency of the civil service of the 
United States. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to ap- 
4 point, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
5 board of examiners, consisting of three commissioners, at 
6 salaries of dollars a year. And the commissioners may 
7 appoint a clerk to the board, with an annual compensation of 
8 two thousand dollars; and these sums, and the necessary ex- 
9 penses of the board, including rent and the travelling expenses 
10 of the commissioners and clerk, shall be paid from any money 
11 in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
1 Sec. 2. And be i further enacted, That no person 


2 shall be appointed after the date of this act to any civil office 


3 under the United States, whether by way of original appoint- 
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ment or promotion, unless recommended by a certificate of 


the board: Provided, That this shall not apply to offices the 


appointing power to which is by the Constitution vested in 


the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 


Senate: Provided, however, That applicants for such offices 
shall be examined by the board, if they present themselves, 
and shall receive certificates in the same manner as other ap- 
plicants. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the board shall 
hold examinations of applicants for civil office under the United 
States at such places as they may designate, and at times to 


be determined by consideration of the needs of the service, 


and the number of vacancies to be filled, after consultation — 


with the President, courts, or heads of department, as the 
case may be, and after public notice of the time, place, and 
regulations of the proposed examination. 

Sec. 4. And be at further enacted, That applicants for 
examination shall be citizens of the United States, (including 


all persons born in the United States, and not owing alle- 


giance elsewhere,) between the ages of eighteen and twenty- 


five, and shall furnish such testimonials of personal character, 
and take such oath of allegiance as the board shall prescribe; 
and all fees received under the provisions of this act shall be 
paid by the board into the treasury of the United States: 


Provided, That if the examination is for any office the duties 
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of which are to be performed in any particular State, then 
the applicant, in addition to the above requirements, shall 
have resided in such State one year before the time of ex- 
amination, and in such case the board shall designate a place 
of examination within such State: Provided, however, That 
the President may suspend the operation of the preceding 
proviso as to any States or parts of States where he may 
deem it expedient so to do. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the board shall 
aris after consultation with the President, courts, or 
heads of departments, as the case may be, upon the subjects 
of examination, and also whether the examination shall be 
oral, written, or both, and shall have full discretion as to the 
regulation of the examinations, and may employ such learned 
and honorable men as they may see fit to assist in the ex- 
aminations, or to superintend examinations in their absence, 
and shall report their doings annually to Congress. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That the board, after 
the examination, shall assign the rank of the applicants 
according to the degree of merit and fitness shown; and he 
who stands at the head of the list shall have the choice of 
vacancies in the particular department or branch for which 
he was examined, and so on down the list to the minimum 
of merit which shall have been fixed by the board, beyond 


which no certificate shall be given. The board may, if they 
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see fit, assign the sy of snivity as a result of the 
examination, or may require a further examination, the n | Ba 


of which shall determine seniority. = 


Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That after ‘the a 
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shall not be removed except for good cause, and promotions 


pointment of a candidate recommended by the board, he 


shall be according to seniority, which shall be determined 
in all cases by the dates of the recommendations of the : : 


board and the rank therein assigned; but it shall be Athi 


able to make one-fifth of the promotions on account of merit 
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irrespective of seniority. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Aprin 30, 1864. 


Mr. Soyer asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 





A BILL 





To provide for the greater efficiency of the civil service of the 
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United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to ap-. 
point, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 
board of examiners, consisting of three commissioners, at 
salaries of dollars a year. And the commissioners may 
appoint a clerk to the board, with an annual compensation of 
two thousand dollars; and these sums, and the necessary ex- 
penses of the board, including rent and the travelling expenses 
of the commissioners and clerk, shall be paid from any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be wt further enacted, That no person 
shall be appointed after the date of this act to any civil office 


under the United States, whether by way of original appoint- 
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ment or promotion, unless recommended by a -certificate of 


the board: Provided, That this shall not apply to offices the 
appointing power to which is by the Constitution vested in 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate: Provided, however, That applicants for such offices 
shall be examined by the board, if they present themselves, 
and shall receive certificates in the same manner as other ap- 
plicants. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That the board shall 
hold examinations of applicants for civil office under the United 
States at such places as they may designate, and at times to 
be determined by consideration of the needs of the service, 
and the number of vacancies to be filled, after consultation 
with the President, courts, or heads of department, as the 
case may be, and after public notice of the time, place, and 
regulations of the proposed examination. 

Sec. 4. And be wt further enacted, That applicants for 
examination shall be citizens of the United States, (including 
all persons born in the United States, and not owing alle- 
giance elsewhere,) between the ages of eighteen and twenty- 
five, and shall furnish such testimonials of personal character, 
and take such oath of allegiance as the board shall preseribe; 
and all fees received under the provisions of this act shall be 
paid by the board into the treasury of the United States: 


Provided, That if the examination is for any office the duties 
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of which are bat be performed in any particular State, then 
the applicant, in addition to the above requirements, shall 
have resided in such State one year before the time of ex- 
amination, and in such case the board shall designate a place 
of examination within such State: Provided, however, That 
the President may suspend the operation of the preceding 
proviso as to any States or parts of States where he may 
deem it expedient so to do. 

Sec. 5. And be wt further enacted, That the board shall 
determine, after consultation with the President, courts, or 
heads of departments, as the case may be, upon the subjects 
of examination, and also whether the examination shall be 
oral, written, or both, and shall have full discretion as to the 
regulation of the examinations, and may employ such learned 
and honorable men as they may see fit to assist in the ex- 
aminations, or to superintend examinations in their absence, 
and shall report their doings annually to Congress. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the board, after 
the examination, shall assign the rank of the applicants 
according to the degree of merit and fitness shown; and he 
who stands at the head of the list shall have the choice of 
vacancies in the particular department or branch for which 
he was examined, and so on down the list to the minimum 
of merit which shall have been fixed by the board, beyond 


which no certificate shall be given. The board may, if they 
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examination, or may require a further examination, the r result 


of which shall determine seniority. i 
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Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That after the ap o é 





pointment of a candidate recommended by the board, ner 
shall not be removed except for good cause, and promotions 


shall be according to seniority, which shall be determined 


board and the rank therein assigned; but it shall be allow- 
able to make one-fifth of the promotions on account of merit” 


irrespective of seniority. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


May 24, 1864. 


Mr. Waps, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, reportcd the following 
joint resolution; which was read twice, considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and postponed to to-morrow. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


To amend the charter of the city of. Washington. 


1 Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2. ties of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That in case any person shall offer and claim the right to vote 
4 at any election held in the city of Washington whose name 
5 is not registered, his name shall be registered by the commis- 
6 sioners of election upon the terms and conditions following, 
7 namely, he shall take an oath as follows: You do solemnly. 
8 swear that you will true answer make to such questions as 
9 shall be asked you touching your qualifications as an elector 


10 at this poll. So help you God; or an affirmation to the 
11 same effect, which oath or affirmation, if he be unable to 
12 understand the English language, may be interpreted to him 
13 by one of the commissioners, or an interpreter, sworn by a 
14 commissioner, which interpreter shall also interpret his 
15 answers to the commissioners. If, in his answers on oath, 


16 he shall state positively that he has resided in the city one 


17 
18 


19 


bo 
Qo 


bo 
ING 


30 


4] 


2 
year next preceding the day of said seeron: designating par- 
ticularly the place of his residence, and that he possesses the 
other qualifications of an elector, and if, furthermore, some 
qualified elector of the city, not a candidate for any office 
at that election, shall take an oath before said commis- 
sioners, which any one of them may administer, that he is 
well acquainted with such applicant; that he is, in fact, a resi- 
dent in the city, aud has been one year next previous to such 
election, and that he (qualified elector) has good reason to 
believe, and does believe that all the statements of such 
applicant are true, the commissioners shall cause his name to 
be registered by their clerk, and shall then receive the vote © 
of said applicant; or if said applicant shall present the affi- 
davit of himself and a qualified elector, duly certified by any 
justice of the peace in and for the county of Washington, 
District of Columbia, which shall satisfy the commissioners 
that the applicant has been a resident of the city one year 
next preceeding the day of such election, and that he is 
otherwise a qualified elector, the commissioners may cause 
the applicant’s name to be registered, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, and they shall then receive his vote; and if said appli- 
cant or such qualified elector shall, in said matter, wilfully 
make any false statement, he shall be deemed guilty of per- 
jury, and, on conviction, be subject to the pains and penalties 


thereof. 
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*). . To amend the charter of the city of Washington. 









: 1864—May 24.—Read twice, considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and postponed to to-morrow. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


June 30, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to bring in the follow- 


ing bill; which was read twice and ordered to be printed. 
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To incorporate the National Academy of Literature and Art, and 
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also to incorporate the National Academy of Moral and 
Political Sciences. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That $. Austin Allibone, Pennsylvania; William C. Bryant, 
New York; Frederick E. Church, New York; George W. 
Curtis, New York; Richard H. Dana, Massachusetts ; John 
5. Dwight, Massachusetts; Ralph W. Emerson, Massachu- 
setts; Fitzereene Halleck, Connecticut; Oliver W. Holmes, 
Be aahucita: Henry W. Longfellow, Massachusetts; James 
R. Lowell, Massachusetts; George P. Marsh, Vermont; 
Hiram Powers, Ohio; William W. Story, Massachusetts ; 
George Ticknor, Massachusetts; Henry T. Tuckerman, New 
York; Gulian C. Verplanck, New York; William D. Whit- 
ney, Connecticut; John G. Whittier, Massachusetts; Joseph 


EK. Worcester, Massachusetts, their associates and successors 
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15 duly chosen, are hereby declared to be a body corporate for 
16 the study and cultivation of the ancient and modern lan- 
17 guages, letters, and the fine arts, by the name of the 
18 National Academy of Literature and Art. 
1 Sec. 2. And be ut further enacted, That George Bancroft, 
2 New York; Henry Ward Beecher, New York; Horace 


Binney, Pennsylvania; Robert J. Breckenridge, Kentucky; 


Hm 9 


Edward Everett, Massachusetts; Thomas Ewing, Ohio; 


Henry W. Halleck, army of the United States, California ; 


Or 


Samuel G. Howe, Massachusetts; Charles King, New York; 
Francis Lieber, New York; J. Lothrop Motley, Massachu- 


setts; John G. Palfrey, Massachusetts; Wendell Phillips, 
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Massachusetts; Alonzo Potter, Pennsylvania; Josiah Quincy, 
10 Massachusetts; Henry B. Smith, New York; Jared Sparks, 
11 Massachusetts; Robert J. Walker, District of Columbia; 
12 Francis Wayland, Rhode Island; pHabdors DE Woolsey, 
13 Connecticut, heir associates and successors duly chosen, are 
14 hereby declared to be a body corporate for the study and 
15 cultivation of history, and the sciences which concern morals 
16 and government, by the name of the National Academy of 
17 Moral and Political Sciences. | 


1 Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each*of these 


2 national academies shall consist of not more than fifty ordinary 
3 members, of whom not more than ten shall be elected in any 
4 one year; that nominations shall be made and elections held 
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at the regular annual meeting only, and that no nomination 
for any kind of membership shall be acted upon until it shall 
have been before the academy for one year, and shall have 
been considered by a committee. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each of these 
national academies shall have power to make its own organi- 
zation, including its constitution, by-laws, and rules and regu- 
lations ; to fill all vacancies created by death, resignation, or 
otherwise ; to provide for the election of foreign and domestic 
members, what number shall be a quorum, the division into 
classes, and all other matters needful or usual in such institu- 
tions, and to report the same to Congress. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each of these 
national academies shall hold an annual meeting at such place 
in the United States as may be designated, and whenever 
thereto requested by any department of the government shall 
investigate, examine, and report upon any subject within their 
respective provinces, it being understood that the actual ex- 
pense thereof, if any, shall be paid from appropriations which 
may be made for the purpose, but the academies shall receive 
no compensation whatever for any services to the government 


of the United States. 
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1864—Junx 30.—Read twide and ordered to be printed. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 13, 1864. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill; 


which was read and passed to a second reading. 


A BILE 


To authorize the President of the United States to transfer a gun- 
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boat to the government of the republic of Liberia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to transfer to the government of the republic of 
Liberia any one of the gunboats now or hereafter included in 
the navy of the United States, her armament, tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, which may be acceptable to that government, 
and can, in the judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, be 
conveniently spared for that purpose, and upon a valuation to 
be fixed by him. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Navy is authorized and directed to enter into a con- 
tract with any person duly empowered by the government of 


that republic, by which that government shall engage to 


. 


ie 
the full, et to Pye United States of the value of 


sire 


such gunboat in annual instalments, not exceeding ten in 


number, with interest on each at six per centum per annum ; 


from the date of the contract. 
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1864.—Dxcemper 13.—Read and passed to a second reading. 





LS/SO 
38TH CONGRESS, Ces R 1) rf LG ve 
2p SESSION. © ° ; e 





, Se Eee 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JANUARY 24, 1865. /e Oy 


Ordered to be printed. TO tyr 








Proposed by Mr. Sumner to “Joint resolution (S. 97) advising 
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retaliation for the cruel treatment of prisoners by the insur- 


gents,” viz: Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in 


lieu thereof insert the following: 

That retaliation is harsh always, even in the simplest cases, 
and is permissible only where, in the first place, it may 
reasonably be expected to effect its object, and where, in the 
second place, it is consistent with the usages of civilized 
society ; and that, in the absence of these essential conditions, 
it is a useless barbarism, having no other end than vengeance, 
which is forbidden alike to nations and to men. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the treatment 
of our officers and soldiers in rebel prisons is cruel, savage, 
and heart-rending beyond all precedent; that it is shocking 
to morals; that it is an offence against human nature itself; 
that it adds new guilt to the great crime of rebellion, and 
constitutes an example from which history will turn with 


sorrow and disgust. 
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Src. 8. And be it further resolved, That any attempted 
imitation of rebel barbarism in the treatment of prisoners 
would be plainly impracticable on account of its inconsistency 
with the prevailing sentiments of humanity among us; that 
it would be injurious at home, for it would barbarize the 
whole community; that it would be utterly useless, for it 
could not affect the cruel authors of the revolting conduct 
which we seek to overcome; that it would be immoral, inas- 
much as it proceeded from vengeance alone ; that it could 
have no other result than to degrade the national character, 
and the national name, and to bring down upon our country 
the reprobation of history, and that, being thus impracticable, 
useless, immoral, and degrading, it must be rejected as a 
measure of retaliation precisely as the barbarism of roasting 
or eating prisoners is always rejected by civilized powers. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That the United 
States, filled with grief and deepest sympathy for cherished 
citizens, who, as officers and soldiers, have become the vic- 
tims of heaven-defying outrage, hereby declare their solemn 
determination to put an end to this great iniquity by putting 
an end to the rebellion, of which it is the natural fruit; that 
to secure this humane and righteous consummation they 
pledge anew their best energies and all the resources of the 
whole people ; and they call upon all to bear witness that, in 


this necessary warfare with barbarism, they renounce all 
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vengeance, and every evil example, and plant themselves 
firmly on the sacred landmarks of Christian civilization, 
under the protection of that God who is present with every 


prisoner, and enables heroic souls to suffer for their country. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JANUARY 31, 1865. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill; which 


was read and passed to a second reading. 





A BILL 


To carry into execution a convention between the United States 


Or 
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and Belgium for the extinction of the Scheldt dues. 

Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That there be appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to enable the President to, fulfil 
the stipulations contained in the fourth article of the conven- 
tion between the United States and Belgium of the twentieth 
of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, the sum of five 
hundred and fifty-five thousand eight hundred and forty dol- 
lars, in coin, and such further sum as may be necessary to 
carry out the stipulation of the convention which provides 


for the payment of interest on the sum above mentioned. 
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is To carry into execution a convention between the 
rT” . . United States and Belgium for the extinction of . F 
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1865—January 31.—Read and passed to a second reading. — ane 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


FEBRUARY 25, 1865. J Ye 
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AMENDMENT 


Intended to be proposed by Mr. Sumner to the joint resolution 
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(S. 117) recognizing the government of the State of 
Louisiana, viz: strike out all after the enacting clause, and in 


lieu thereof insert the following: 

That it is the abe of the United States, at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment consistent with the common defence and the 
general welfare, to re-establish by act of Congress republican 
governments in those States where loyal governments have 
Bean vacated by the existing rebellion, and thus, to the full 
extent of their power, fulfil the requirement of the Constitu- 
tion, that ‘the United States shall guarantee to every State 
in this Union a republican form of government.” 

Sec. 2. And be tt further resolved, That this important 
duty is imposed by the Constitution in express terms on ‘“ the 
United States,” and not on individuals or classes of indi- 
viduals, or on any military commander or executive officer, : 


and cannot be intrusted to any such persons, acting, it may 
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be, for an oligarchical class, and in disregard of large num- 
bers of loyal people; but it must be performed by the United 
States, represented by the President and both Houses of 
Congress, acting for the whole people thereof. 

"Seo. 8. And be tt further resolved, That, in determin- 
ing the extent of this duty, and in the absence of any precise 
definition of the term “republican form of government,” we 
cannot err, if, when called to perform this guarantee under 
the Constitution, we adopt the self-evident truths of the 
Declaration of Independence as an authoritative rule, and in- 
sist that in every re-established State the consent of the gOv- 
erned shall be the only just foundation of government, and all 
men shall be equal before the law. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That, independent of 
the Declaration of Independence, it is plain that any duty 
imposed by the Constitution must be performed in conformity 
with justice and reason, and in the light of existing facts; 
that, therefore, in the performance of this guarantee, there 
can be no power under the Constitution to disfranchise loyal 
people, or to recognize any such disfranchisement, especially 
when it may hand over the loyal majority to the government. 
of the disloyal minority ; nor can there be any power under 
the Constitution to discriminate in favor of the rebellion by 


admitting to the electoral franchise rebels who have forfeited 


12 
18 


eH OF dD 


6 


mH oo “bo 


on 


> 


oOo mo I 


w bho 


So CO > 


3 


all rights and by excluding loyal persons who have never 


forfeited any right. 

Sec. 5. And be at further resolved, That the United 
States, now called at a crisis of history to perform this guar- 
antee, will fail in duty under the Constitution, should they 
allow the re-establishment of any State without proper safe- 
guards for the rights of all the citizens, and especially without 
making it impossible for rebels now in arms against the na- 
tional government to trample upon the rights of those who 
are now fighting the battles of the Union. 

Sec. 6. And be wt further resolved, That the path of 
justice is also the path of peace, and that for the sake of 
peace it is better to obey the Constitution, and, in conformity 


with its requirements in the performance of the guarantee, to 


re-establish State governments on the consent of the governed 


and the equality of all persons before the law, to the end that 
the foundations thereof may be permanent, and that no loyal 
majorities may be again overthrown or ruled by any oligar- 
chical class. 

Sec. 7. And be it further resolved, That a government 
founded on military power, or having its origin in military 
orders, cannot be a “republican form of government” accord- 
ing to the requirement of the Constitution; and that its recog- 
nition will be contrary not only to the Constitution, but also 


to that essential principle of our government which, in the 
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language of Jefferson, establishes “the supremacy of the civil 
over thé military authority.” 

Sec. &. And be it further resolved, That in the States 
whose governments have already been vacated; a govern 
ment founded on an oligarchical class, even if erroneously 
recognized as a “republican form of government” under 
the guarantee of the Constitution, cannot sustatin itself securely 
without national support; that such an oligarchical govern- 
ment is not competent at this moment to discharge the 
duties and execute the powers of a State; and that -its 
recognition as a legitimate government will tend to enfeeble 
the Union, to postpone the day of reconciliation, and to en- 
danger the national tranquility. 

Sec. 9. And be it further resolved, That considerations 
of expediency are in harmony with the requirements of the 
Constitution and the dictates of justice and reason, especially 
now, when colored soldiers have shown their military value; 
that as their muskets are needed for the national defence 
against rebels in the field, so are their ballots yet more 
needed against the subtle enemies of the Union at home; 
and that without their support at the ballot-box the cause 
of human rights and of the Union itself will be in constant 


peril, 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


resolution; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 


Proposing an amendment of the Constitution of the United States. 
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


(two-thirds of both houses concurring,) That the following 


article be proposed to the legislatures of the several States as 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
which, when ratified by three-fourths of such legislatures, 
shall become a part of the Constitution, to wit : 


‘Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 


- States which may be included within this Union according 


to the number of male citizens of the age of twenty-one years 
having in each State the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the State legislature. The 
actual enumeration of such citizens shall be made by the census 


of the United States.” 
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’ 1865—DEcEMBER 4—Read, passed to a second reading, and 
~~ ordered to be printed. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. SuMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





- A BILL 


To preserve the right of trial by jury, by securing impartial jurors, 
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in the courts of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That in the courts of the United States in any State whereof, 
according to the census of anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and sixty, one-sixth part or more of the population was of 
African descent, every grand jury shall consist one-half of 
persons of African descent who shall possess the other quali- 
fications now required by law; and every petit jury shall, 
when the matter to be tried relates to any injury inflicted by 
a person of African descent upon a person not of such descent, 
or vice versa, or to any claim, suit, or demand between a 
person of such descent and one not of such descent, consist 
one-half of persons of African descent possessing the other 


qualifications now required by law. Upon any such trial, 
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prejudice against persons of African descent, or against per- 
sons not ep such descent, shall be ground of challenge, and 
being established by proof, to the satisfaction of the sanoen 
shall exclude the juror. And upon any such trial, inability — 
to read or write shall be ground of challenge; and: the fact 


being found by the judge, shall exclude the juror. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


- Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed: 








A BILL 


To carry out the principles of a republican form of government 
in the District of Columbia. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That no person, in other respects qualified to vote within the 
4 District of Columbia, shall be excluded from that right by 
5 reason of his race or color. 

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any person 
2 whose duty it shall be to receive votes at any election within 
3 the District of Columbia who shall refuse to receive or shall 
4 reject the vote of any person entitled to such right under 
5 this act shall be liable to an action of tort by the person 
6 injured, and shall be liable, upon indictment and conviction, 
7 if such act was done knowingly, to a fine not exceeding five 
8 thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for a term not exceed- 
9 ing one year, or to both. And where the person injured is of 


10 
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9° 
African descent, one-half the jury impanelled to try the 
action or indictment shall be of African descent. 

Sec. 38. And be wt further enacted, That any person 
who shall molest any person entitled to vote under this act, 
in the exercise of such right, shall, upon indictment and con- 
viction, be liable to a fine not exceeding three thousand 


dollars, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 


months, or to both; and if the person molested was of 


African descent, one-half the jury impanelled to try the 


indictment shall be of African descent. 
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To carry out the principles of a republican for 
government in the District of Columbia. — 
“me 
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a 4 1865—DECEMBER 4.—Read and passed to a second reading, 
; 7 and ordered to be printed. ; 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. SuMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


To prescribe an oath to maintain a republican form of government 
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or 


15 


14 


in the rebel States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That hereafter every person in any State lately declared to 
be in rebellion, before he shall be allowed to vote at any elec- 
tion, State or national, or before he shall enter upon the duties 
of any office, State or national, or become entitled to the 
salary or other emoluments thereof, shall take and subscribe 
an oath or affirmation to maintain a republican form of gov- 
ernment, as follows: ‘“‘I-do hereby swear (or affirm) that I 
will at all times hereafter use my best endeavors to maintain 
a republican form of government in the State of which I am 
an inhabitant and in the Union of the United States; that I 
will at all times recognize the indissoluble unity of the repub- 


lic, and will always discountenance and resist any endeavor 
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to break away or secede from the Union; that I will give 
# . 
my influence and vote at all times to strengthen and sustain 
the national credit; that I will always discountenance and— 
resist any attempt, directly or indirectly, to repudiate or post- 
pone, either, in'any part or im any way, the debt which was 
contracted by the United States in subduing the late rebellion 
or the obligations assumed to the Union soldiers; that I will 
always discountenance and resist any laws making any dis- 
tinction of color or race; and that in all ways I will strive to 
maintain a State government completely loyal to the Union, 
where all men shall enjoy equal protection and equal rights ;” 
which, so taken and subscribed, shall be preserved in the 
proper office or department, according to regulations made by 
the President of the United States. And any person who 
shall falsely take such oath shall be guilty of perjury, and, on 
conviction, in addition to the penalties now prescribed for 
that offence, shall be deprived of his office, and rendered in- 
capable forever after of holding any office under the United 


States. 
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To prescribe an oath to maintain a republican form of 
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1865—DECEMBER 4.—Read, passed to a second. reading, and 
ordered to be printed. ‘ 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


In part execution of the guarantee of a republican form of gov- 


ernment in the Constitution of the United States. 


WuereEas it is declared in the Constitution that the United States 


a) oe) ~l er) or —_ wo bo 


deed, 
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shall guarantee to every State in this Union a republican 


form of government; and whereas certain States have 


allowed their governments to be subverted by rebellion, so 
that the duty is now cast upon Congress of executing this 
guarantee : Now, therefore, 


Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That in all States lately declared to be in rebellion there shall 
be no oligarchy, invested with peculiar privileges and powers, 
and there shall be no denial of rights civil or political, on 
account of color or race; but all persons shall be equal before 
the law, whether in the court-room or at the ballot-box. And 
this statute, made in pursuance of the Constitution, shall be 
the supreme law of the land, anything in the constitution or 


laws of any such State to the contrary notwithstanding. 





A BILL 


In part execution of the guarantee of a republican 
form of government in the Constitution of the 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. SumNeR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL 


Supplying appropriate legislation to enforce the amendment to the 
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Constitution prohibiting slavery. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


‘tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, maul as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, ‘shall exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, If any person shall 
attempt to control, or shall, by act or word, lay claim to any 
right to control the services of any other person contrary to 
the provisions of the foregoing section, the person so offending 
shall, upon indictment and conviction in the district court of 
the United States for the district where the crime was com- 
mitted, be punished by a fine not exceeding ten thousand 


dollars, or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten 
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Or 


on 


2 
years, or by both, to be inflicted at the discretion of the court; 
and it shall be no defence nor cause of mitigation of sentence 
that such claim or attempt is sanctioned by any pretended 
law of a State or any j udement of a State court. But nothing 
herein contained shall be held to impair any other remedy 
now existing by habeas corpus or otherwise. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in further 
enforcement of the provision of the Constitution prohibiting - 
slavery, and in order to remove all relics of this wrong from 
the States where this constitutional prohibition takes effect, it 
is hereby declared that all laws or customs in such States 


establishing any oligarchical privileges and any distinction of 


rights on account of color or race are hereby annulled, and all 


‘persons in such States are recognized as equal before the law ; 


and the penalties provided in the last section are hereby made 
applicable to any violation of this provision, which is made in 
pursuance of the Constitution of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in further 
enforcement of the provision of the Constitution aforesaid, the 
courts of the United States in the States aforesaid shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction of all offences committed by persons not 
of African descent upon persons of African descent; also. of 
all offences committed by persons of African descent; and 


also of all causes, suits, and demands to which any person of 
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Supplying appropriate legislation to enforce theamend- ; 
ment to the Constitution prohibiting slavery. 


? 7 


d 





_—— . a0 ae ae, 
\ 1865—DECEMBER 4.—Read and passed to a second reading, 
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39TH CONGRESS, Re rr i 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE’ UNITED STATES. 
DECEMBER 4, 1865. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
bill; which was read, passed to a second reading, and ordered to be printed. 





A BILL - 


To enforce the guarantee of a republican form of government in 


certain States whose governments have been usurped or 


overthrown. 
1 Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That in the States lately declared in rebellion against the 
4 United States, the President shall, by and with the advice and 
5 consent of the Senate, appoint for each a provisional governor, 


6 with pay and emoluments not exceeding those of a brigadier 


“I 


general of volunteers, who. shall be charged with the civil 
8 administration of such State, until a State government therein 
9 shall be recognized as hereinafter provided. 

1 Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisional 
2 governor of each of such States shall direct the marshal of 
3 the United States, as speedily as may be, to name a sufficient 


4 number of deputies? and to enroll all male citizens of the 
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United States resident in the State in their respective counties, 
and to request each one to take the oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the ‘United States and the oath to maintain a 
republican form ef governmert, and in his enrolment to desig- 
nate those who take and those who refuse to take the oaths, 
which rolls shall be forthwith returned to the provisional 
governor; and if the persons taking the oaths shall amount 
to a majority of the persons enrolled in the State, he shall, 
by proclamation, invite the loyal people of the State to elect 
delegates to a convention charged to declare the will of the 
people of the State relative to the re-establishment of a State 
evovernment, subject to and in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be i further enacted, That the oath to 
maintain a republican form of government shall be as follows: 
“T do hereby swear (or affirm) that I will, at all times here- 
after, use my best endeavors to maintain a republican form of 
government in the State of which I am an inhabitant and in 
the Union of the United States; that I will, at all times, recog- 
nize the indissoluble unity of the republic, and will always 
discountenance and resist any endeavor to break away or 
secede from the Union; that I will give my influence and 
vote, at all times, to strengthen and sustain the national credit; 
that I will always discountenance and resist any attempt, 


cirectly or indirectly, to repudiate er postpone, in any part or 
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in any way, the debt which was contracted by the. United 
States in subduing the late rebellion, or the obligations as- 
sumed to the Union soldiers; that I will always discounte- 
nance and resist any laws making any distinction of color or 
race; and that in all ways I will strive to maintain a State 
government completely loyal to the Union, where all men 
shall enjoy equal protection and equal rights.” 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the convention 
shall consist of as many members as both houses of the last 
constitutional State legislature, apportioned by the provisional 
governor among the counties, parishes, or districts of the 
State, i proportion to the population returned as electors, 
by the marshal, in compliance with the provisions of this act. 
The provisional governor shall, by proclamation, declare the 
number of delegates to be elected by each county, parish, or 
election district; name a day of election not less than thirty 
days thereafter; designate the places of voting in each 
county, parish, or district, conforming, as nearly as may be 
convenient, to the places used in the State elections next pre- 
ceding the rebellion; appoint one or more commissioners to 
hold the election at each place of voting, and provide an 
adequate force to keep the peace during the election. 

Sec. 5. And be wt further enacted, That the delegates 
shall be elected by the loyal male citizens of the United States 


of the age of twenty-one years, and resident at the time in the 
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county, parish, or district in which they shall offer to vote, 
and enrolled as aforesaid, or absent in the military service of 
the United States, and who shall take and subscribe the oath 
of allegiance to the United States in the form contained in the 
act of Congress of July two, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
and the before-recited oath to maintain a republican forin of 
government; and all such citizens of the United States 
who are in the military service of the United States shall 
vote at the- headquarters of their respective commands, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by the provis- 
ional governor for the taking and return of their votes; but 
no person who has held or exercised any office, civil or mili- 
tary, State or otherwise, under the rebel usurpation, or who 
has voluntarily borne arms against the United States, shall 
vote or be eligible to be elected as delegate at such election. 

Sec. 6. And be u further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners, or either of them, shall hold the election in con- 
formity with this act, and, so far as may be consistent 
therewith, shall proceed in the manner used in the State prior 
to the rebellion. The oath of allegiance and the oath to 
maintain a republican form of government shall be taken and 
subscribed on the poll-book by every voter in the form above 
prescribed, but every person known by or proved to the 
commissioners to have held or exercised any office, civil or 


military, State or otherwise, under the rebel usurpation, or 


11 
12 
13 
14 
15 


16: 


17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


ov Bm, OF BO 


GO SI" FS. 


10 
11 


bo 


5 

to have voluntarily borne arms against the United States, 
shall be excluded though he offer to take the oath; and in 
case any person who shall have borne arms against the 
United States shall offer to vote, he shall be deemed to have 
borne arms voluntarily unless he shall prove the contrary by 
the testimony of a. qualified voter. The poll-book showing 
the name and oath of each voter shall be returned to the 
provisional governor by the commissioners of election or the 
one acting, and the provisional governor shall canvass such 
returns, and declare the person having the highest number ef 
votes elected. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the provjsional 
governor shall, by proclamation, convene the delegates 
elected as aforesaid, at the capital of the State, on a day not 
more than three months after the election, giving at least 
thirty days’ netice of such day. In case the capital shall in 
his judgment be unfit, he shall in his proclamation appoint 
another place. He shall preside over the deliberations of the 
convention, and administer to each delegate, before taking 
his seat in the convention, the oath of allegiance to the United 
States and the oath to maintain a republican form of vovern- 
ment in the form above prescribed. 

Src. 8. And be wt further enacted, That the convention 
shall declare, on behalf of the people of the State, their sub- 


mission to the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
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and shall adopt the following provisions, hereby prescribed 
by the United States in the execution of the constitutional 
duty to guarantee a republican form of government to every 
State, and incorporate them in the constitution of the State, 
that is to say: 

First. No person who has held or exercised any office, 
civil or military, except offices merely ministerial and muili- 
tary oftices below the grade of colonel, State or otherwise, 
under the usurping power, shall vote for or be a member of 
the legislature or governor. 

Secondly. Involuntary servitude is forever prohibited, 
and the freedom of all persons is guaranteed in such State. 

Thirdly. No debt, State or otherwise, created by or under | 
the sanction of the usurping power, shall be recognized or paid 
by the State. | 

Fourthly. No person shall enter upon any office within 
the Pio the people of this State until he has first taken 
the oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and 
the oath to maintain a republican form of government. And 
the constitution shall prescribe forms for these oaths substan- 
tially in accordance with the forms herein provided. 

Fifthly. There shall be no distinctions among the inhab- 
itants of this State founded on race, former condition, or 


color. Every such inhabitant shall be entitled to all the 
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privileges before the law enjoyed by the most favored class 
of such inhabitants. 
Sixthly. These provisions shall be perpetual, not to be 
abolished or changed hereafter. 
| Sec. 9. And be tt further enacted, That when the con- 
vention shall have adopted those provisions, it shall proceed 
to re-establish a republican form of government, and ordain a 
constitution containing those provisions, which, when adopted, 
the convention shall by ordinance provide for submitting 
to the people of the State entitled to vote under this law, 
at an election to be held in the manner prescribed by the 
act for the election of delegates, but at a time and place 
named by the convention, at which election the said electors, 
and none others, shall vote directly for or against such consti- 
tution and form of State government. And the returns of said 
election shall be made to the provisional governor, who shall 
canvass the same in the presence o the electors, and if a 
majority of the votes cast shall be for the constitution and 
form of government, he shall certify the same, with a copy 
thereof, to the President of the United States, who, after ob- 
taining the assent of Congress, shall, by proclamation, recog- 
nize the government so established, and none other, as the 
constitutional government of the State; and from the date of 
such recognition, and after its legislature shall have ratified 


the amendment to the United States Constitution abolishing 
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slavery and prohibiting involuntary servitude, and not before, 
senators and representatives and electors for President and 
Vice-President may be elected in such State, according to the 
laws of the State and of the United States. 
Sec. 10. And be at further enacted, That if the conven- 
tion shall refuse to re-establish the State government on the 


conditions aforesaid, the provisional governor shall declare it 


dissolved; but it shall be the duty of the President, whenever 


he shall have reason to believe that a sufficient number of 
the people of the State entitled to vote under this act, in 
number not less than a majority of those enrolled as afore- 
said, are willing to re-establish a State government on the 
conditions aforesaid, to direct the provisional governor to 
order another election of delegates to a convention for the 
purpose and in the manner prescribed in this act, and to 
proceed in all respects as hereinbefore provided, either to 
dissolve the convention or to certify the State government 
re-established by it to the President. 

Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That until the United 
States shall have recognized a republican form of State goy- 
ernment, the provisional governor in each of said States shall 
see that this act, and the laws of the United States, and the 
laws of the State in force when the State government was 
overthrown by’ the rebellion, are faithfully executed within 


the State; but no law or usage contrary to any of the provis- 
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ions herein directed to be inserted in the constitution of the — 
State shall be recognized or enforced by any court or officer 
in such State; and said provisions shall be regarded 
as already incorporated into the law of the State, and. the 
laws for the trial ‘and punishment of white persons shall 
extend to all persons, and jurors shall have the qualifications 
of voters under this law for delegates to the convention. 
The President shall appoint such officers provided for by the 
laws of the State when. its government was overthrown as 
he may find necessary to the civil administration of the 
State, all which officers shall be entitled to receive the fees 
and emoluments provided by the State laws for such officers. 
And he may permit, when he deems it expedient, elections 
to be made of such officers by the people who are entitled 
to vote according to the provisions of this act; the said 
officers to have the qualifications required for voters under 
this act, and to hold their offices saat to removal by him. 
And all such officers, whether appointed by the President or 
elected by the people, shall, before entering on the duties of 
their offices, take the oaths to support the Constitution of the 


United States, and to maintain a republican form of govern- 


ment. 


Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That until the 
recognition of a State government as aforesaid, the pro- 


visional governor shall, under such regulations as he may 
S. 7 2 
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prescribe, cause to be assessed, levied, and collected, for the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and every year there- 
after, the taxes provided by the laws of such State to be 
levied during the fiscal year preceding the overthrow of the 
State government thereof, in the manner prescribed by the 


laws of the State, as nearly as may be; and the officers 


appointed, as aforesaid, are vested with all powers of levying 


and collecting such taxes, by distress or sale, as were 
vested in any officers or tribunal of the State government 
aforesaid for those Haro The proceeds of such taxes 
shall be accounted for to the provisional governor, and be by 
him applied to the expenses of the administration of the 
laws in such State, subject to the direction of the President, 
and the surplus shall be deposited in the treasury of the 
United States to the credit of such State, to be paid to the 


State upon an appropriation therefor, to be made when a 


republican form of government shall be recognized therein 


by the United States. 
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39TH CONGRESS, 
Ist SESSION. ; © © 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
DECEMBER 11, 1865. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 
bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 





A BILL : 


To warrant and confirm the land titles of grantees under the field 
order of Major General Sherman at Savannah, January six- 


teen, eighteen hundred and sixty-five. 


Whereas Major General Sherman, of the army of the United 
States, by special field order number fifteen, dated in the 
field, Savannah, Georgia, January sixteen, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-five, reserved and set apart certain lands for the 
settlement of the negroes made free by the acts of war and 
the proclamation of the President of the United States, 
which order, so far as it relates to this subject was as follows: 

“T,. The islands from Charleston south, the abandoned rice 
fields along the rivers for thirty miles back from the sea, and 
the country bordering the Saint John’s river, Florida, are re- 
served and set apart for the settlement of the negroes now 
made free by the acts of war and the proclamation of the 
President of the United States. 

“TT. At Beaufort, Hilton Head, Savannah, Fernandina, 
Saint Augustine, and Jacksonville the blacks may remain in 


their chosen or accustomed vocations; but on the islands and 


2 
in the settlements hereafter to be established, no white per- 
son whatever, unless military officers and_ soldiers detailed 
for duty, will be permitted to reside; and the sole and exclu- 
sive management of affairs will be left to the freed people 
themselves, subject only to the United States military author- 
ity and the acts of Congress. 

“TIT. Whenever three respectable negroes, heads of fami- 
lies, shall desire to settle on land, and shall have selected for 
that purpose an island, or a locality clearly defined, within the 
limits above designated, the inspector of settlements and 
plantations will himself, or by such subordinate officer as he 
may appoint, give them a license to settle such island or dis- 
trict, and afford them such assistance as he can te enable them 
to establish a peaceable agricultural settlement. The three 
parties named will subdivide the land, under the supervision 
of the inspector, among themselves and such others as may 
choose to settle near them, so that each family shall have a 
plot of not more than forty (40) acres of tillable ground, and 
when it borders on some water channel with not more than 
eight. hundred (800) feet water front, in the possession of 
which land the inilitary authorities will afford them protection 
until such time as they can protect themselves, or until Con- 
gress shall regulate their title. 

“TV. Whenever a negro has enlisted in the military service 
of the United States, he may locate his family in any one of the 
settlements at pleasure, and acquire a homestead and all other 
rights and privileges of a settler as though present in person. 
In like manner, negroes may settle their families and engage 
on board the gunboats, or in fishing, or in the navigation of 


the inland waters without losing any claim to land or other 
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advantages derived from this system. But no one unless an 
actual settler as above defined, or unless absent on government 


service will be entitled to claim any right to land or property 


in any settlement by virtue of these orders. 


“V. In order to carry out this system of settlement, a 
general officer will be detailed as inspector of settlements and 
plantations, whose duty it shall be to visit the settlements, to 
regulate their police and general managment, and who will 
furnish personally to each head of a family, subject to the 
approval of the President of the United States a possessory 
title in writing, giving as near as possible the description of 
boundaries, and who shall adjust all claims or conflicts that may | 
arise under the same, subject to the like approval, treating 
such titles altogether as possessory.” 

And whereas the faith of the nation is pledged to the 
grantees who have entered upon such lands in pursuance of 


this order: Therefore 





Be wt enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That all the possessory titles created by the inspector of set- 
tlements and plantations in the lands above described, and in 
pursuance of the military order aforesaid, are hereby con 
firmed and warranted to the several grantees respectively, 
who shall continue to hold the lands on which they have 
entered in fee simple, free from all ouster or interruption from 
any person whose claim of title is anterior to the military 


order aforesaid. 
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1865—DECEMBER 11.—Read twice, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. ; a 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JANUARY 5, 1866. 


Mr. Sumner asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, Jeave to bring in the following 


ae einen 


bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 


to be printed. 





A BILL 


To provide foxthe revision and consolidation o the statutes of the 
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United States. 






Be tt enacted by the Senatexind House of Representu- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint three persons, learned in the law, as commission- 
ers, to revise, simplify, arrange, and consolidate all statutes 
of the United States, general and permanent in their nature, 
which shall be in force at the time such commissioners may 
make the final report of their doings. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in performing 
this duty, the commissioners shall bring together all statutes 
and parts of statutes which, from similarity of subject, ought 


to be brought together, omitting redundant or obsolete enact- 


ments, and making such alterations as may be necessary to 
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reconcile the contradictions, supply the omissions, and amend 
the imperfections of the original text; and they shall arrange 
the same nie titles, chapters, and sections, or other suitable 
divisions and subdivisions; with head notes briefly expressive | 
of the matter contained in such divisions, also with side-notes, 
so drawn as to point to the contents of the text; and with 
references to the original text from which each section is 
compiled, and to the decisions of the federal courts, explain- 
ing or expounding the same, and also to such decisions of the 
State courts as they may deem expedient; and they shall 
provide by a temporary index, or other expedient means, for 
an easy reference to every portion of their report. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That, when the com- 
missioners have completed the revision and consolidation of 
the statutes, as aforesaid, they shall cause a copy of the same, 
in print, to be submitted to Congress, that the statutes so 
revised and consolidated may be re-enacted, if Congress 
shall so determine; and at the same time they shall also 
suggest. to Congress such contradictions, omissions, and im- 
perfections, as may appear in the original text, with the mode 
in which they have reconciled, supplied, and amended the 
same; and they may also designate such statutes or parts 
of statutes as, in their judgment, ought to be repealed, with 
their reasons for such repeal. 


Src. 4. And be uw further enacted, That the commis- 
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sioners shall be authorized to cause their work to be printed 
in parts, so fast as it may be ready for the press, and to iff 
tribute copies of the same to members of Congress, and to 
such other persons, in limited numbers, as they may see fit, 
for the purpose of obtaining their suggestions; and they shall, 
from time to time, report to Congress their progress and 
doings. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the statutes so 
revised and consolidated shall be -reported to Congress as 
soon as practicable, and the whole work closed without 
unnecessary delay. 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sioners shall each receive as compensation for his services at 
the rate of four thousand dollars a year for two years, with 
the reasonable expenses of clerical service and other incidental 
matters, not to exceed two thousand dollars in the whole for 


such expenses. 








1866—JANUARY 5.—Read the first and second times, referred 
p. to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
‘ ae ~ printed. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


JANUARY 5, 1866. 


Mr. SuMNER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to bring in the following 


bill; which was read twice, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 





JOINT RESOLUTION 





4 Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
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for the protection of the national debt, and the rejection of any 
rebel debt. 5) 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 





of the United States of America tin Congress assembled, - 
ev b 


(two thirds of both houses concurring,) That the following 
article be proposed to the legislatures of the several States 
as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
which, when ratified by three-fourths of such legislatures, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the Con- 
stitution, namely : 
ARTICLE —. 

Section 1. The national debt is hereby declared to be 

of paramount obligation, to which the faith of the nation is 


pledged; and\ Congress shall not, at any time, do anything, 
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directly or indirectly, to impair this obligation in any part, 


but shall in all ways maintain it in full force and virtue. 

' Section 2. Debts and liabilities incurred in aid of re- 
bellion are without any just consideration, and void; and no 
tax, duty, or impost shall be laid, nor shall any appropriation 
of money be made by the United States, or by any one of 
the States, or by any county, town, or corporation therein, 
for the payment of any such debt or liability, or any part 
thereof. 
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1866—JANUARY 5.—Read = referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. " 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
MARCH 12, 1866. 


Ordered to be printed. 
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Proposed by Mr. Sumner to the bill (8S. 74) for the admission of 
the State of Colorado’ into the Union, viz: At the end of 


section two insert the following proviso: 


1 Provided, That this act shall not take effect except upon 
2 the fundamental condition that within the State there shall 
3 be no denial of the elective franchise or of any other rights 
4 on account of color or race, but all persons shall be equal 
5 before the law. And the people of the Territory shall, by a 


6 majority of the voters at public meetings to be convened by 
7 the governor of the Territory, declare their assent to this 
8 fundamental condition, and the governor shall transmit to the 
9 President of the United States an authentic statement of 
10 such assent whenever the same shall be given, upon the re- 
11 ceipt whereof he shall, by proclamation, announce the fact; 
12 whereupon, without any further proceedings on the part of 


13 Congress, this act shall take effect. 
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AMENDMENT 


Proposed by Mr. Sumner to bill S. 74. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
MARCH 12, 1866. 


Ordered to be printed. 


AMENDMENT 4.002% 


Intended to be proposed by Mr. Sumner to the joint resolution 
(H. R. 51) proposing to amend the Constitution of the United 
States: Strike out all after the word “ viz.,” at the end of 
the sixth line of the resolution. and in lieu thereof insert the 


following : 
1 ARTICLE —. 
2 Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
3 States which may be included within this Union according to 
4 their respective numbers, which shall be determined by taking 
5 the whole number of persons and excluding Indians not 
6 taxed: Provided, That whenever male citizens of the United 
7 States over the age of twenty-one years shall be excluded 
8 from the elective franchise in any State, except for participa- 
9 tion in rebellion, the basis of representation therein shall be 
10 reduced in the proportion which the number thus excluded 
11 bears to the whole number of male citizens of the United 


12 States over the age of twenty-one years in such State. 





+ 





sd “se 
391m CONGRESS, Ce, R A mn | 
Ist Session. e @ ® 











IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Marcu 14, 1866. 


Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following Joint Reso- 
Sse = =lution, which was read and passed to a second reading. 


SF teqe~ 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Authorizing Commodore William Radford to accept the decora- 
tion of the Equestrian Order of Saint Maurizes and Lazzaro, 
from the king of Italy. 


1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the assent of Congress be, and the same is hereby, 
4 given to Commodore William Radford, of the navy of the 
5 United States, to accept the decoration of the Equestrian 
6 Order of Saint, Maurizes and Lazzaro, bestowed upon him by 
7 the king of Italy, as a reward for the assistance rendered by 
8 him to the Italian frigate Re @’ Italia, when she got ashore 


9 near Long Branch. 
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— JOINT RESOLUTION | 
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ve coee T" te oa Authorizing Commodore William Radford to accept 
he the decoration of the Equestrian Order of Saint Mau- A 
2 + Biel rizes and Lazzaro, from the king of Italy. 
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> 1866—-Marcu 14.—-Read and passed to a second reading. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Marcu 15, 1866. 






Mr. Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following Joint Reso- 


ution, which was read and passed to a second reading.—(Senate Mis. Doc., No. 84.) 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


. 
Protesting against pardons by foreign governments of persons 
convicted of infamous offences, on condition of emigration to 
the United States. 


Whereas, it appears from official correspondence that the au- 
thorities of Baseland, a canton in Switzerland, have recently 
undertaken to pardon a person convicted of murder on the 
condition that he would emigrate to America, meaning 
thereby the United States; and there is reason to believe 
that similar pardons of persons convicted of infamous offences 


have been granted in other countries. Now, therefore— 


1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


bo 


of the United States of America tn Congress assembled, 


3 That the Congress of the United States protests against such 
4 acts as unfriendly and inconsistent with the comity of nations, 
5 and hereby requests the President of the United States to 


6 cause a copy of this protest to be communicated to the repre- 
7 sentatives of the United States in foreign countries, with in- 
8 structions to present it to the governments where they are 
9 accredited respectively, and to insist that no such acts shall, 


10 under any circumstances, be repeated. 


JOINT RESOLUTION 


Protesting against pardons by foreign governments of wg: 
. persons convicted of infamous offences, on condition a ’ 
.. : of emigration to the United States. . ; : 
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i: ; > 186€—Marcu 15.—Read and passed to a second reading. 
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
APRIL 5, 1866. 


ptr Sumner, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported the following bill; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 


a 
For the relief of James G. Clarke. 
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


2 tiwes of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
3 That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, 
4 directed, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
5 appropriated, to pay to James G. Clarke the sum of six 
6 thousand four hundred and eighty-three dollars and ninety- 
7 six cents, ($6,483 96) in full for services as acting charge 
8 d’affaires of the United States at Brussels from June eleventh, 
9 eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, to September twenty-sev- 


10 enth, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight. 
> << ( 
_— 


ee 
rt 





1666-—cApnh, 5 -cRead ee on Seaitheniin, lanai . 





) ™ \ 
ea 4 
ee | ae ' ; : 
oa es, od. : 
: ; 4, 

fer, ore. ea i 

Be H o eo . 

rahe . # 


1 


y 

+ 
—- 
“\ ae 
atat 


“ 


he 





«/ 7 
r a 
Kea 
é. ey, : 
Hf 
le 
-~- * A on 
ae vw 
~iie | 
“ae * y 
“(eee « 
——- = 
. ie = 
+ . 
E a 
a 
ia 
ae 
7 
a 7 
“ 
ae : 
ee : i 
am ; 
. ys F 
= al a 
¢ ie - , 
~ ao ’ Ld 
as a ‘ > 
7 ' 











(wae, uy 
hae eS Te eh § 
een Sry a ni. i Vey 
uh f ye ay, Y 


eens “ fw . Py A) i a 
i a! AF: ’ i 
Fog 4 ‘ Pat oe AS. ‘] La 
Ly g 
PITA 
@ é 





Boston Public Library 
Central Library, Copley Square 


\ 


Division of 
. Reference and Research Services 


The Date Due Card in the pocket indi- 
cates the date on or before which this 
book should be returned to the Library. 


Please do not remove cards from this 
pocket. 


’ 


, a ; 4 


Pon ee ee en a, eR be 





SESS ey 
Saoely ee 


Here 
ne 
Soret 
“ee 


; a Set : : ailereas 


ee 


5 rs ‘ines Sasso. ast * * o : aA; Cis 
Se Se 
Bs re rn hr a tesa Sen eae See eget pettesne ae ae ee eRe oe 
Sapa Abn CRO ae Sie aeons een ne eae 3 See eS PE a ea 
: 3 me ; eeneree: ease iain, ‘ : Basar ie - Sector etree ne ene 
ut eee wee (a5 
: OX mre 
SS Sane eee, 
he eer teem eee 
Pres Pit stteeeey, 
ester: 
Fee rican Bye ex Seay ae ; : Roca s Saetenes AR RARE eg ares eae rs 
: Seeaneat See ae we ae : Sa : <| ones et : : me : : en anten na ar : . eee tee een th gee 
=: ne *: ESS : ; oe c sitet fd a at oO n EE Sere ey 
: Caer ene Rdeneon rn acetate RRS R Emit eas 
¥ hel Fisirnseres : ‘s Bsa : 22 on 
Wisigiatia Senne tee aan %, : etree ; : 
* etree tee se Oa “t wee 
Se 


Pte t tet ay as ese tg Sonne eagayy ereteee 
sf iiennlagoeaerecereenres peor 


See ee 
oo 


are 


fans 


reenter eer 


cs 
ee 

‘! 
S 


seep era 
EEE 
lee vere —. 
pierce tate 


ees ee ye 
fant cad 

re Seren eee 
Deetetge ere 
oe 





